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FBI director warns of ongoing Russian 'information warfare' 


By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — FBI 

Director Chris Wray said 
Wednesday that Russia is 
engaged in "information 
warfare" heading into the 
2020 presidential election, 
though he said law en¬ 
forcement has not seen 
ongoing efforts by Russia 
to target America's elec¬ 
tion infrastructure. 

Wray told the House Judi¬ 
ciary Committee that Rus¬ 
sia, just as it did in 2016, is 
relying on a covert social 
media campaign aimed 
at dividing American pub¬ 
lic opinion and sowing 
discord. That effort, which 
involves fictional personas, 
bots, social media postings 
and disinformation, may 
have an election-year up¬ 
tick but is also a round-the- 
clock threat that is in some 
ways harder to combat 
than an election system 
hack, Wray said. 

Continued on next page 



FBI Director Christopher Wray is sworn in as he testifies during an oversight hearing of the House Judiciary Committee, on Capitol 
Hill, Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020 in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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FBI Director Christopher Wray testifies during an oversight hearing of the House Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020 in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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"Unlike a cyberattack on an 
election infrastructure, that 
kind of effort — disinforma¬ 
tion — in a world where we 
have a First Amendment 
and believe strongly in 
freedom of expression, the 
FBI is not going to be in the 
business of being the truth 
police and monitoring dis¬ 
information online," Wray 
said. 

The FBI and Department of 
Homeland Security are on 
alert for election-related 
cyberactivity like what oc¬ 
curred in 2016, when Rus¬ 
sians hacked emails be¬ 
longing to the Democratic 
campaign of nominee Hill¬ 
ary Clinton and probed lo¬ 
cal election systems for vul¬ 
nerabilities. 

But, Wray said Wednesday, 
"I don't think we've seen 
any ongoing efforts to tar¬ 
get election infrastructure 
like we did in 2016." 

His appearance came 
two days after Democrat¬ 
ic presidential caucuses 
in Iowa were marred by a 
malfunctioning app that 
caused a delay in the re¬ 
porting of results. Though 
local and federal officials 
have stressed that the 
problems weren't caused 
by a foreign intrusion, the 
error played into existing 


unease surrounding elec¬ 
tion security and risked am¬ 
plifying concerns among 
American about the integ¬ 
rity of the voting process. 
Even without signs of elec¬ 
tion system targeting, Wray 
said Russian efforts to inter¬ 
fere in the election through 
disinformation had not ta¬ 
pered off since 2016. He 
said social media had in¬ 
jected "steroids" into those 
efforts. 

"They identify an issue that 
they know that the Ameri¬ 
can people feel passion¬ 
ately about on both sides 
and then they take both 


sides and spin them up so 
they pit us against each 
other," Wray said. "And then 
they combine that with an 
effort to weaken our confi¬ 
dence in our elections and 
our democratic institutions, 
which has been a perni¬ 
cious and asymmetric way 
of engaging in ... informa¬ 
tion warfare." 

At another point in the 
hearing, Wray avoided a 
direct answer when asked 
if President Donald Trump, 
Attorney General William 
Barr or other administration 
officials had asked him for 
investigations into Trump 


Democratic rival Joe Biden, 
his son Hunter, or into any 
members of Congress. 

The question was posed by 
Rep. Jerrold Nadler of New 
York, the committee chair¬ 
man and one of seven 
House Democratic man¬ 
agers of the impeachment 
case. He asked whether 
Trump had requested FBI 
investigations into the 
Bidens, lawmakers or for¬ 
mer national security ad¬ 
viser John Bolton — who is 
due out with a book next 
month said to undercut a 
key Trump defense — as 
possible payback for im¬ 
peachment. 

Wray initially said: "I have 
assured the Congress, and 
I can assure the Congress 
today, that the FBI will only 
open investigations based 
on the facts, and the law 
and proper predication." 
After Nadler said he as¬ 
sumed that answer meant 
that neither Trump nor Barr 
nor other administration 
officials had requested im¬ 
proper political investiga¬ 
tions, Wray tried again: "No 
one has asked me to open 
an investigation based on 
anything other than facts, 
the law and proper predi¬ 
cation." 

Trump has sought, without 
evidence, to implicate the 
Bidens in the kind of corrup¬ 
tion that has long plagued 
Ukraine. Hunter Biden 
served on the board of a 
Ukrainian gas company at 
the same time his father, as 
vice president, was lead¬ 
ing the Obama adminis¬ 
tration's diplomatic deal¬ 
ings with Ukraine. Though 
the timing raised concerns 
among anti-corruption ad¬ 
vocates, there has been no 


evidence of wrongdoing 
by either Biden. 

Wray's appearance was his 
first since a Justice Depart¬ 
ment inspector general re¬ 
port that sharply criticized 
the FBI's surveillance of for¬ 
mer Trump campaign aide 
national security Carter 
Page. The errors produced 
rare bipartisan calls for 
changes to the federal 
government's surveillance 
powers. 

The report identified what it 
said were significant errors 
in applications to eaves¬ 
drop on Page, including 
omitting critical information 
that cut against the FBI's 
original premise that Page 
was a Russian agent — 
something he has repeat¬ 
edly denied. 

After the report was issued, 
Wray told The Associated 
Press that the mistakes 
were "unacceptable and 
unrepresentative of who 
we are as an institution." He 
repeated that message to 
lawmakers Wednesday. 

The then-chief judge of 
the secretive Foreign Intel¬ 
ligence Surveillance Court, 
which authorizes wiretap¬ 
ping of subjects on Ameri¬ 
can soil in national security 
investigations, responded 
to the report with an ex¬ 
traordinary public rebuke 
of the FBI and demanded 
that the bureau report 
back on what it was doing 
to fix the problems. 

The FBI has laid out a series 
of changes designed to en¬ 
sure warrant applications 
are more closely scrutinized 
before being submitted for 
a judge's approval and 
that they contain accurate 
information about the reli¬ 
ability and potential bias of 
sources whom agents rely 
on. The Justice Department 
has also said the surveil¬ 
lance of Page should have 
ended before it did. 

Wray bristled at the sugges¬ 
tion from some Republican 
lawmakers that he did not 
take the report's criticism 
seriously enough. 

"I’ve been a prosecutor. 
I've been a defense attor¬ 
ney, I've been an assistant 
attorney general. I've been 
an FBI director," Wray said. 
"To me, candor to the court 
is sacrosanct, and I don't 
think there's anybody in the 
FBI who's belaboring un¬ 
der the misimpression that 
I think it's OK to mislead a 
court.'Q 
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Madoff seeks prison release, citing terminal kidney failure 


NEW YORK (AP) — Epic 
Ponzi schemer Bernard 
Madoff asked a federal 
judge Wednesday fo granf 
him a "compassionate re¬ 
lease" from his 150-year 
prison sentence, saying he 
has terminal kidney failure 
and less than 18 months to 
live. 

Madoff's attorney filed 
court papers saying the 
81-year-old has end-stage 
kidney disease and other 
"chronic, serious medical 
conditions," including hy¬ 
pertension and cardiovas¬ 
cular disease. 

"There's no cure for my type 


of disease," Madoff told The 
Washington Post in a phone 
interview, expressing re¬ 
morse for orchestrating the 
largest Ponzi scheme in his¬ 
tory. 

After spending more than 
a decade behind bars, 
Madoff said his dying wish is 
to salvage his relationships 
with his grandchildren. 

"I've served 11 years al¬ 
ready," he said, "and, 
quite frankly. I've suffered 
through it." 

The U.S. Attorney's Office 
in Manhattan declined to 
comment. Prosecutors are 
expected to file a motion in 



response to the request in 
the coming days. 

Madoff pleaded guilty in 
2009 to 11 federal counts 
in a fraudulent investment 
scheme involving billions of 
dollars, admitting he swin¬ 
dled thousands of clients 
over decades. The rich and 
famous were among his 
victims, as well as people 
of lesser means who had 
invested with him unknow¬ 
ingly through feeder funds. 
The new court filings say 
Madoff was admitted in 
In this Tuesday, March 10, 2009, file photo, former financier Ber- July to the palliative care 
nie Madoff exits federal court in Manhattan, in New York. unit of the federal prison in 

Associated Press Butner, North Carolina.Q 
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Not guilty: Senate acquits Trump of impeachment charges 



In this image from video. Chief Justice of the United States John Roberts speaks before the vote in 
the impeachment trial against President Donald Trump in the Senate at the U.S. Capitol in Wash¬ 
ington, Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020. 


By LISA MASCARO, MARY 
CLARE JALONICK and ERIC 
TUCKER 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump won 
impeachment acquittal 
Wednesday in the U.S. Sen¬ 
ate, bringing to a close only 
the third presidential trial in 
American history with votes 
that split the country, test¬ 
ed civic norms and fed the 
tumultuous 2020 race for 
the White House. 

With Chief Justice John 
Roberts presiding, sena¬ 
tors sworn to do "impartial 
justice" stood and stated 
their votes for the roll call — 
"guilty" or "not guilty" — in a 
swift tally almost exclusively 
along party lines. Trump, 
the chief justice then de¬ 
clared, shall "be, and is 
hereby, acquitted of the 
charges." 

The outcome followed 
months of remarkable im¬ 
peachment proceedings, 
from Speaker Nancy Pelo- 
si's House to Mitch McCon¬ 
nell's Senate, reflecting the 
nation's unrelenting parti¬ 
san divide three years into 
the Trump presidency. 

What started as Trump's 
request for Ukraine to "do 
us a favor" spun into a far- 
reaching, 28,000-page re¬ 
port compiled by House 
investigators accusing an 
American president of en¬ 
gaging in shadow diplo¬ 
macy that threatened U.S. 
foreign relations for person¬ 
al, political gain as he pres¬ 
sured the ally to investigate 
Democratic rival Joe Biden 
ahead of the next election. 
No president has ever been 
removed by the Senate. 

A politically emboldened 
Trump had eagerly predict¬ 
ed vindication, deploying 
the verdict as a political an¬ 
them in his reelection bid. 
The president claims he did 
nothing wrong, decrying 
the "witch hunt" as an ex¬ 
tension of special counsel 


Robert Mueller's probe into 
Russian 2016 campaign in¬ 
terference by those out to 
get him from the start of his 
presidency. 

Trump's political campaign 
tweeted videos, statements 
and a cartoon dance cele¬ 
bration, while the president 
himself tweeted that he 
would speak Thursday from 
the White House about "our 
Country’s VICTORY on the 
Impeachment Hoax." 
However, the Senate 
Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer said there will 
always be "a giant aster¬ 
isk next to the president's 
acquittal" because of the 
Senate's quick trial and Re¬ 
publicans’ unprecedented 
rejection of witnesses. 

A majority of senators 
expressed unease with 
Trump's pressure campaign 
on Ukraine that resulted 
in the two articles of im¬ 
peachment. But two-thirds 
of them would have had 
to vote "guilty" to reach the 
Constitution's bar of high 
crimes and misdemean¬ 
ors to convict and remove 
Trump from office. The final 
tallies in the GOP-held Sen¬ 
ate fell far short. 


On the first article of im¬ 
peachment, abuse of 
power, the vote was 52-48 
favoring acquittal. The sec¬ 
ond, obstruction of Con¬ 
gress, also produced a not 
guilty verdict, 53-47. 

Only one Republican, Mitt 
Romney of Utah, the party's 
defeated 2012 presidential 
nominee, broke with the 
GOP. 

Romney choked up as he 
said he drew on his faith 
and "oath before God" 
to vote guilty on the first 
charge, abuse of power. 
He voted to acquit on the 
second. 

All Democrats found the 
president guilty on the two 
charges. 

Both Bill Clinton in 1999 and 
Andrew Johnson in 1868 
drew cross-party support 
when they were left in of¬ 
fice after impeachment tri¬ 
als. Richard Nixon resigned 
rather than face sure im¬ 
peachment, expecting 
members of his own party 
to vote to remove him. 
Ahead of Wednesday's 
voting, some of the most 
closely watched senators 
took to the Senate floor to 
tell their constituents, and 


Associated Press 

the nation, what they had 
decided. 

Influential GOP Sen. La¬ 
mar Alexander of Tennes¬ 
see worried a guilty verdict 
would "pour gasoline on 
the fire" of the nation's cul¬ 
ture wars over Trump and 
"rip the country apart." He 
said the House proved its 
case but it just didn't rise to 
the level of impeachment. 
Other Republicans sid¬ 
ing with Trump said it was 


time to end what McCon¬ 
nell called the "circus" and 
move on. Most Democrats, 
though, echoed the House 
managers' warnings that 
Trump, if left unchecked, 
would continue to abuse 
the power of his office for 
personal political gain and 
try to cheat again ahead 
of the the 2020 election. 
Even key Democrats from 
states where Trump is pop¬ 
ular — Doug Jones in Ala¬ 
bama and Joe Manchin 
in West Virginia — risked 
backlash and voted to 
convict. "Senators are 
elected to make tough 
choices," Jones said. 
Several senators trying to 
win the Democratic Party's 
nomination to face Trump 
— Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth 
Warren and Amy Klobu- 
char — dashed back from 
early primary state New 
Hampshire to vote. 

During the nearly three- 
week trial. House Demo¬ 
crats prosecuting the case 
argued that Trump abused 
power like no other presi¬ 
dent in history when he 
pressured Ukraine to inves¬ 
tigate Biden and his son, 
Hunter Biden, ahead of the 
2020 election. Q 
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Companies offer rebuke of Tennessee's anti-LGBT adoption law 


By JONATHAN MATTISE 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Almost three dozen big 
companies and more than 
100 small businesses in Ten¬ 
nessee on Wednesday pre¬ 
dicted economic backlash 
from a newly enacted state 
adoption law and other 
proposals that target LGBT 
people, with one company 
saying plans to add jobs 
in Nashville are "in doubt" 
over the legislation. 

The letter from the likes of 
Amazon, Nike and Nissan 
to state officials offered 
the biggest rebuke to date 
from the business com¬ 
munity after GOP Gov. Bill 
Lee last month signed the 
adoption bill and made 
it effective immediately. 
Representatives from Dell, 
Warner Music Nashville, 
Postmates, Nashville Soc¬ 
cer Club spoke at a Nash¬ 
ville news conference an¬ 
nouncing the letter. 

Donna Drehmann of Post¬ 
mates said the food deliv¬ 
ery company might not go 
through with plans to add 
to its base of 650 account 
managers, support work¬ 
ers and tech employees in 
Nashville, saying the com¬ 
pany is "alarmed by the Lee 
administration's anti-LGBTQ 
agenda" and that bills tar¬ 
geting that community are 
"just plain wrong" and pro¬ 
mote "flagrant hatred." 

"We do look at expand¬ 
ing additional technology 
jobs here in Nashville," said 
Drehmann, Postmates di¬ 
rector of service quality and 
training. "However, that is in 
doubt and that is always in 


question, especially when 
we have bills like what were 
introduced this year." 

The new law would assure 
continued taxpayer fund¬ 
ing of faith-based foster 
care and adoption agen¬ 
cies even if they exclude 
LGBT families and others 
based on religious beliefs. 
Current adoption prac¬ 
tices in Tennessee are not 
expected to change, as 
some faith-based agencies 
had already not allowed 
gay couples to adopt. 

Lee, a religiously conserva¬ 
tive businessman, argued 
the law would better pro¬ 
tect religious liberty. It was 
the first proposal he signed 
into law this year. 

The state House passed the 
bill last year and the Senate 
passed the adoption bill on 
the first day of legislative 
session last month, sending 
it to Lee for approval. 

"We thought we had more 
time this session," said Joe 
Woolley, CEO of the Nash¬ 
ville LGBT Chamber. "I am 
surprised and upset that 
that is the first bill that the 
Tennessee Senate took up 
this legislative session, es¬ 
pecially when you look at 
the issues that this state is 
facing." 

Email records show a pri¬ 
vate outside legal opin¬ 
ion was forwarded to the 
governor's senior staff by 
a member of the Southern 
Baptist Convention's pub¬ 
lic policy arm. The opinion 
was written by a group of 
attorneys with expertise on 
religious liberty laws, and 
said "religious providers 
need not violate their con¬ 
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LGBT advocacy group leaders and representatives from businesses gathered at the Cordell Hull 
legislative building in Nashville on Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020 for a news conference to oppose a 
state adoption law and other proposals that target the LGBT community. 

Associated Press 


science" as long as other 
child-placing agencies 
and the state keep provid¬ 
ing readily available alter¬ 
natives. 

The law kicks in at a time 
when Tennessee contin¬ 
ues to grow, with booming 
Nashville setting the pace. 
The Nashville Convention 
and Visitors Corporation 


hasn't lost any business yet 
due to the adoption law, 
but has "fielded many, 
many calls" about meet¬ 
ings and conventions that 
have shortlisted or are con¬ 
sidering Nashville, said cor¬ 
poration senior vice presi¬ 
dent for public affairs An¬ 
drea Arnold. 

The NHL's Nashville Preda¬ 


tors warned that "passing 
discriminatory legislation 
would limit revenue for the 
city of Nashville and the 
state of Tennessee by in¬ 
hibiting our ability to secure 
events like those and future 
events such as league mar¬ 
quee events, NCAA games, 
award shows and countless 
potential concerts.'Q 
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Appeals court weighs tribe's quest for casino land 



Tela Troge, right, a lawyer for the Shinnecock Indian Nation from Southampton, N.Y., speaks out¬ 
side federal court Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020, in Boston. 

Associated Press 


BOSTON (AP) — A Native 
American tribe’s long run¬ 
ning effort to secure sov¬ 
ereign land for a casino in 
Massachusetts is now in the 
hands of a federal appeals 
court in Boston. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the 1st Circuit heard 
arguments Wednesday in 
an appeal brought by the 
Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe, which was granted 
hundreds of acres of land 
in trust by the federal gov¬ 
ernment before a judge 
overturned the decision in 
2016. 

The three-judge panel, 
which included retired U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Da¬ 
vid Souter, pressed lawyers 
on the legal particulars of 
the case, but are expected 
to rule later. 

Lawyers for the casino op¬ 
ponents declined to com¬ 
ment after the hearing, but 
tribe leaders said the case 
represents more than the 
promise of a new casino. 
Uncertainty about the 
tribe's trust lands, which 
were declared a tribal res¬ 
ervation by the Obama 
administration, has also 
created funding problems 
and other complications 
for the tribe's government 
programs and services, 
said Cedric Cromwell, the 
tribe's chairman. 

"We're hurting, and we've 
carried this burden for so 
long," he said. "We're just 
asking for justice. We want 
to live and provide for our 
elders and our children." 
The tribe and its supporters 
have said the case sets a 


dangerous precedent as it 
represents the first time in 
the modern era that a tribe 
has had trust lands stripped 
away. 

"It's about our tribal rights. 
The land that we live on. 
The blood and bones of 
our ancestors," Cromwell 
said. "We've never moved. 
We've always remained 
here. We should have our 
land intact. That's what it's 
really about." 

The Mashpee Wampano¬ 
ag Tribe was granted 321 
acres of land in trust in 2015 
by then-President Barack 
Obama, a move that 
carved out the federally- 
protected land needed 
for the tribe to develop its 
planned $1 billion First Light 


casino, hotel and enter¬ 
tainment resort. 

But a group of residents 
sued, arguing the federal 
government couldn't take 
land into trust for the tribe 
because it wasn't officially 
recognized as of June 1, 
1934. That was the year the 
federal Indian Reorgani¬ 
zation Act, which laid the 
foundation for modern fed¬ 
eral Indian policy, became 
law. 

The Cape Cod-based tribe, 
which traces its ancestry to 
the Native Americans that 
shared a fall harvest meal 
with the Pilgrims in 1621, 
wasn't federally recognized 
until 2007. 

A federal judge in 2016 
ruled in favor of the resi¬ 


dents, sending the decision 
back to the Interior Depart¬ 
ment for reconsideration. 
The tribe halted the casino 
project, which it had bro¬ 
ken ground on in Taunton, 
a city south of Boston where 
some of its trust lands were 
located. 

It was dealt a major blow 
in 2018, when Republican 
President Donald Trump 
reversed his Democratic 
predecessor's decision, a 
move the tribe is challeng¬ 
ing in a separate federal 
case in D.C. 

An effort to restore the 
tribe’s lands through an act 
of Congress cleared the 
Democrat-led House last 
year, but its status remains 
uncertain in the Republi¬ 


can-controlled Senate. 
President Trump has called 
on Republicans to reject 
the legislation, dismissing it 
as a "special-interest casino 
bill" backed by Massachu¬ 
setts Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
a Democratic presidential 
candidate. 

Wednesday's court hearing 
was a largely semantic de¬ 
bate centered on whether 
the tribe can be consid¬ 
ered "Indian" under the 
1934 law. 

The casino opponents ar¬ 
gue the law clearly defines 
Indians as "all persons who 
are descendants of such 
members who were, on 
June 1, 1934, residing within 
the present boundaries of 
any Indian reservation." 

But the tribe argues the 
phrase "such members" 
makes that definition am¬ 
biguous and open to other 
interpretations, an argu¬ 
ment that judges seemed 
open to considering 
Wednesday. They asked 
lawyers for both sides to 
submit follow up briefs ex¬ 
ploring potentially relevant 
cases. 

The tribe also argued in 
its briefs that it has a long 
history of maintaining its 
"tribal identity, community 
and culture," including cel¬ 
ebrating what's considered 
the first Thanksgiving with 
Pilgrims. 

The casino opponents, in 
their legal briefs, coun¬ 
tered that the tribe's ap¬ 
peal is moot now that the 
Trump administration has 
reversed the Obama-era 
land decision. □ 



President Donald Trump delivers his State of the Union address to 
a joint session of Congress on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tues¬ 
day, Feb. 4, 2020, as House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., left, 
watches. 

Associated Press 


Parkland dad apologizes for 
State of the Union outburst 


FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
(AP) — The father of a stu¬ 
dent killed in the 2018 Flor¬ 
ida high school massacre 
apologized Wednesday for 
disrupting President Donald 
Trump's State of the Union 
address by shouting as the 
president said the rights 
of gun owners are under 
siege. 

Fred Guttenberg was es¬ 
corted from the gallery by 
security officers Tuesday 
night after shouting about 


his slain daughter Jaime 
just after the president said, 
"So long as I am president, 
I will always protect your 
Second Amendment right 
to keep and bear arms." 
The audience turned and 
looked up at the ruckus as 
he was led out. 

"I let my emotions get the 
best of me," Guttenberg 
tweeted early Wednesday. 
"I simply want to be able to 
deal with the reality of gun 
violence and not have to 


listen to lies" about the Sec¬ 
ond Amendment. 

'That said, I should not have 
yelled out. I am thankful for 
the overwhelming support 
I am receiving. However, 
I do owe my family and 
friends an apology. I have 
tried to conduct myself with 
dignity throughout this pro¬ 
cess and I will do better as 
I pursue gun safety," tweet¬ 
ed Guttenberg, who was 
a guest of House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi. Q 
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California pardons 
gay civil rights leader 
in new initiative 



This Dec. 14, 1970, file photo shows civil rights leader Bayard 
Rustin at the New York Hilton. 

Associated Press 


By DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 

— A civil rights leader who 
was gay and a confidant 
of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. was posthumously par¬ 
doned by California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom, who also 
announced Wednesday 
what may be the nation's 
first process for forgiving 
those convicted underout- 
dated laws punishing ho¬ 
mosexual activity. 

Bayard Rustin was a key 
organizer of the March on 
Washington in 1963 where 
King gave his seminal "I 
Have a Dream" speech. 
He also helped plan other 
nonviolent protests and 
boycotts to end racial dis¬ 
crimination. 

Newsom pardoned Rustin 
for his arrest in 1953 when 
he was found having sex 
with two men in a parked 
car in Pasadena, where he 
was appearing as part of 
a lecture tour on anti-colo¬ 
nial struggles in West Africa. 
Rustin served 50 days in Los 
Angeles County jail and 
had to register as a sex of¬ 


fender before returning to 
his home state of New York. 
He died in 1987. 

Newsom noted that po¬ 
lice and prosecutors na¬ 
tionwide at the time used 
charges like vagrancy, loi¬ 
tering and sodomy to pun¬ 
ish lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer 
(LGBTQ) people. 

He issued an executive or¬ 
der creating a new initia¬ 
tive to identify those who 
might be eligible for par¬ 
dons and swiftly consider 
those applications. 

Rustin "is far from alone," 
Newsom said in the order. 
He encouraged others in 
similar circumstances "to 
seek a pardon to right this 
egregious wrong." 
"Countless others in Califor¬ 
nia, as well as around the 
country, have experienced 
similar unequal application 
of the law because of stig¬ 
ma, bias and ignorance," 
Newsom said. "His convic¬ 
tion is part of a long and 
reprehensible history of a 
criminal prohibitions on the 
very existence of LGBTQ 
people and their intimate 


associations and relation¬ 
ships." 

Equality Federation ex¬ 
ecutive director Rebecca 
Isaacs and Movement 
Advancement Project re¬ 
search director Naomi 
Goldberg said it appears 
Newsom's is the first such 
clemency effort in any 
state. 

"California's new initiative 
gives them a path to clear 
their names," Isaacs said in 
a statement. 

Newsom first gained na¬ 
tional prominence in 2004 
when, as San Francisco's 
mayor, he ordered officials 
to issue marriage licenses 
to same-sex couples. The 
practice was overturned 
then but eventually be¬ 
came the law nationwide. 
Last month, the California 


Legislature's LGBTQ and 
black caucuses asked the 
Democratic governor to 
pardon Rustin. 

Rustin's close friends knew 
he was gay, but his religious 
and political associates dis¬ 
tanced themselves after his 
arrest. Sen. Scott Wiener of 
San Francisco and Assem¬ 
blywoman Shirley Weber 
told Newsom on behalf of 
the caucuses. 

"Generations of LGBT peo¬ 
ple — including countless 
gay men — were branded 
criminals and sex offenders 
simply because they had 
consensual sex," Wiener 
said in a statement prais¬ 
ing Newsom's actions. "This 
was often life-ruining, and 
many languished on the 
sex offender registry for de¬ 
cades." □ 


Prosecutor seeks end to lawsuit over fake subpoenas 


By KEVIN McGILL 
Associated Press 
New Orleans (AP) — New 

Orleans prosecutors used 
to issue fake subpoenas 
to threaten uncoopera¬ 
tive witnesses with jail time, 
and the district attorney 
there says they can't be 
sued for the deception 
— but a panel of appeals 
judges appeared skeptical 
Wednesday. 

Civil liberties advocates 
have sued District Attor¬ 
ney Leon Cannizzaro and 
members of his staff over 
a practice that ended in 
2017. The so-called sub¬ 
poenas had not been ap¬ 
proved by a judge, as re¬ 
quired, and thus carried no 
actual threat of jail time. 
Lawyers for the prosecutors 
asked a federal appeals 
court Wednesday to throw 
out the lawsuit, arguing 
that they are immune from 


suits over practices under¬ 
taken as part of their "pros¬ 
ecutorial function." 

It was unclear when the 
three-judge panel of the 
5th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals would rule, but panel 
members sounded clearly 
skeptical as W. Raley Alford 
III, attorney for the prosecu¬ 
tors, made his case. 

"Threat of incarceration 
with no valid premise?" 
Judge Jennifer Elrod said 
at one point during ar¬ 
guments. She later drew 
laughter from some in the 
audience when she said, 
"This argument is fascinat¬ 
ing." 

"These are pretty serious 
assertions of authority they 
did not have," said Judge 
Leslie Southwick, who 
heard arguments with El¬ 
rod and Judge Catharina 
Haynes. 

The lawsuit at issue was 


filed in 2017 by the Civil 
Rights Corps and the Amer¬ 
ican Civil Liberties Union. 
Last year, a federal judge 
agreed that prosecutors 
had immunity from some 
of its claims. But U.S. District 
Judge Jane Triche Milazzo 
allowed much of the suit to 
continue, saying some of 
the claims "shock the con¬ 
science." 

Katherine Chamblee- 
Ryan, an attorney for the 
Civil Rights Corps, told the 
panel that by using docu¬ 
ments falsely labeled as 
subpoenas, Cannizzaro's 
staffers stepped into a role 
reserved forjudges. 

The lawsuit was filed amid 
public complaints that 
Cannizzaro's office some¬ 
times sought to jail crime 
victims who would not co¬ 
operate with prosecutions. 
The lawsuit, in addition to 
targeting phony subpoe¬ 


nas, challenges aspects 
of the district attorney's of¬ 
fice's use of "material wit¬ 
ness" warrants that can 
lead to the jailing of unco¬ 
operative witnesses. 

The lead plaintiff said she 
was jailed after declining 
to pursue charges against 
a man who shattered her 
cellphone during a fight. 
Cannizzaro's office re¬ 
sponded to that part of 
the complaint by saying 
the woman was legally in¬ 
carcerated after avoiding 
legitimate court-issued sub¬ 
poenas. Cannizzaro also 
has said the warrants are 
rarely used to arrest victims 
of domestic violence or 
sexual crimes. 

Cannizzaro is nearing the 
end of his second six-year 
term as district attorney. 
He has not said whether he 
will run for re-election this 
year.Q 
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Pope Francis arrives for his weekly general audience in the Pope 
Paul VI hall, at the Vatican, Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Pope defrocks founder 
of another Latin 
America-based order 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — An¬ 
other founder of a Catho¬ 
lic religious movement has 
been defrocked for sexual 
misconduct and abusing 
his power, the latest in a 
string of purportedly or¬ 
thodox, charismatic priests 
who turned out to be pred¬ 
ators. 

Pope Francis defrocked 
the Argentine priest, Rober¬ 
to Juan Yannuzzi, after a 
four-year investigation de¬ 
termined he had sex with 
adults under his authority, 
absolved them of the sin 
during confession and oth¬ 
erwise abused his power. 
The pope's decision was 
made public this week in 
a statement by the arch¬ 
bishop of La Plata, Argenti¬ 
na, where Yannuzzi in 1994 
founded the Miles Christi 
community. The name is 
Latin for "Soldier of Christ." 
The movement is a reli¬ 
gious order of priests, reli¬ 
gious brothers, consecrat¬ 
ed women and laity with 


a presence in Argentina, 
Italy, Mexico and in the 
U.S. dioceses of Detroit and 
San Diego, according to its 
website. 

In a statement. Miles Christi 
said its members had de¬ 
nounced Yannuzzi's abuse 
and "irregularities" starting 
in 2016. 

"All the religious and au¬ 
thorities of Miles Christi 
deeply regret the acts 
committed by their former 
superior general and from 
the outset have accompa¬ 
nied and continue to ac¬ 
company those who were 
affected, providing them 
with all the material and 
spiritual assistance neces¬ 
sary to cope with this pain¬ 
ful situation," the group said 
in a statement. 

Defrocking, or dismissal 
from the clerical state, is 
the most severe sanction 
the Vatican can impose 
on a priest. It is usually re¬ 
served for priests who sexu¬ 
ally abuse minors. □ 



European Commissioner for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Oliver Varhelyi talks to journalists 
during a news conference at the European Commission headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, 
Feb. 5, 2020. 

Associated Press 


EU focuses on Balkans for 
enlargement after Brexit 


BRUSSELS (AP) — Down one 
country with the departure 
of Britain, the European 
Union's executive proposed 
a new system for adding 
members in a move made 
all the more urgent by 
French objections to open 
enlargement talks with two 
Western Balkan nations. 

The European Commission 
hopes the streamlined rules 
will avoid further delaying 
the start of accession ne¬ 
gotiations when aspiring 
members to what is now 
the 27-country bloc have 
met the conditions for such 
talks. 

European Commission 
President Ursula von der 
Leyen said Wednesday the 
proposal was a "good mes¬ 


sage" to North Macedonia 
and Albania, who were 
both desperately disap¬ 
pointed when their hopes 
for the swift commence¬ 
ment of accession nego¬ 
tiations were rebuffed in 
October. 

And perhaps crucially, 
France acknowledged that 
the proposal was good, "a 
significant change, a big 
step in the right direction." 
"This is a major element that 
allows positions to move — 
not only France's position," 
said a top official at the 
French presidency, who 
asked not to be identified 
in accordance with Elysee 
customary practices. 

The EU is hoping that a 
breakthrough for Alba¬ 


nia and North Macedonia 
can be found in March. 
The bloc also has a major 
Western Balkans summit 
planned for May. 

There are worries that if the 
EU doesn't open its arms, 
then several countries in 
the strategically important 
Balkan region could pivot 
instead to Russia and Chi¬ 
na. For a bloc that's just lost 
the diplomatic and geopo¬ 
litical clout of Britain, that 
could be a hard pill to swal¬ 
low. "EU enlargement is a 
WIN-WIN situation," von der 
Leyen said in a tweet. 
Enlargement is especially 
contentious in some capi¬ 
tals in the EU over such is¬ 
sues as corruption and the 
rule of law. □ 


Finland plans to give dads equal parental leave as mothers 


JARI TANNER 

HELSINKI (AP) — Finland's 
female-dominated gov¬ 
ernment unveiled a plan 
Wednesday to give both 
parents the same amount 
of fully paid parental leave 
in an effort to push dads in 
to take time off from work 
to spend more time with 
their children. 

Social affairs minister Anna- 
Kaisa Pekonen said paterni¬ 
ty leave with full pay in the 


Nordic country would be 
extended to nearly seven 
months and on a par with 
what mothers get. 

"The reform will be a ma¬ 
jor change in attitudes, as 
it will improve equality be¬ 
tween parents and make 
the lives of diverse families 
easier," Pekonen said in a 
statement. 

Because the parents don't 
have to take their leaves 
at the same time, then a 


family can maintain its in¬ 
come levels for 14 months, 
up from the current 11.5 
months. Parents can also 
transfer 69 days from their 
own quota to the other 
parent. 

In addition, a separate 
pregnancy allowance 
would entitle women to a 
month of paid pregnancy 
leave before the expect¬ 
ed date of birth. A single 
parent could use the paid 


leave allowance quota for 
both parents. 

The social reform is a key¬ 
stone measure of the new 
center-left government 
led by Prime Minister San- 
na Marin. At 34, she is the 
youngest female prime 
minister in the world. Her 
five-party coalition govern¬ 
ment has gender equality 
high on its agenda. Twelve 
of the 19 members of the 
Cabinet are female, and 


all the coalition parties are 
led by women, four of them 
aged under 35. 

The changes are set to 
come into force next year 
at the earliest. The cost of 
the changes are estimated 
at 100 million euros ($110 
million). 

"The reform will support all 
kinds of families and ensure 
equal leaves for children 
regardless of the form of 
the family," Pekonen said.Q 
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Airliner skids, breaks open in Istanbul; 1 dead, 157 injured 



Rescue members and firefighters work after a plane skidded off the runway at Istanbul's Sabiha 
Gokcen Airport, Istanbul, Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
ISTANBUL (AP) — A Turkish 
airliner skidded off a run¬ 
way, crashed into a ditch 
and broke apart while land¬ 
ing in bad weather in Istan¬ 
bul Wednesday, killing one 
person and injuring dozens 
more. Passengers had to 
scramble through the split 
fuselage to escape.The air¬ 
craft, operated by low-cost 
carrier Pegasus Airlines, was 
arriving at Istanbul's Sabiha 
Gokcen airport from the 
western Turkish city of Izmir 
with 183 passengers and 
crew on board when it 
had what the Transporta¬ 
tion Ministry described as a 
"rough landing." 

Istanbul Gov. Ali Yerlikaya 
said the plane failed to 
"hold onto the runway" and 
skidded some 50-60 meters 
(yards) before it dropped 
into the ditch from a height 
of about 30 meters (98 
feet.) 

"We are deeply saddened 
... (But) we are very happy 
that we escaped a greater 
accident," Yerlikaya said, 
adding that the plane 
could have burst into 
flames. 

Health Minister Fahrettin 
Koca reported that one 
person had died and 157 
injured people were taken 
to multiple hospitals. Three 
of the injured required sur¬ 
gery and two others were 
in intensive care, but none 
of their lives were thought 
to be in danger, he said. 
The airport was shut down 
after the incident, which 
occurred at around 6:30 
p.m. local time (1530 GMT), 
and flights were diverted to 
Istanbul's main airport. 
Survivor Dogus Bilgic, 24, 
told Turkish television chan¬ 
nel NTV that he fled the 
smashed plane by way of a 


gap near his seat and was 
one of the first passengers 
to get out. 

"We traveled (on the run¬ 
way) for some 20 or 30 sec¬ 
onds, then all of a sudden 
we flew off the runway," 
he said while seated in a 
wheelchair because of a 
leg injury. "It happened in 
seconds." 

"I was seated in 25C. I be¬ 
lieve the plane broke apart 
at row 26," Bilgic recalled, 
adding that he threw him¬ 
self out of the plane when 
he saw the opening. 

"The front (of the plane) 
was in a terrible state. I saw, 
after I was on the ground, 
that it had completely bro¬ 
ken apart," he said. 

As other passengers 
emerged from the wreck¬ 
age, Bilgic said he helped 
two or three to the ground. 
"I carried them somewhere 
because they weren't do¬ 
ing as well as us," he said, 
then ran away from the 
plane with others, fearing a 
possible explosion. 

"There was complete cha¬ 
os," he said. 

Video obtained by The As¬ 
sociated Press showed the 
wreckage of the plane 
in a field adjacent to the 
end of the runway. The vid¬ 
eo shows heavy rain and 
strong winds at the time, 
with smoke coming from 
one of the engines as pas¬ 
sengers climb out of the 
fuselage onto the wings of 
the plane and away from 
the crash site. 

Eyewitness Hasan Eraydin, 
who shot the video, said 
he had been driving home 
from work when he heard a 
rumble. 

"We were about 30 meters 
away ... we tried to get to 
the scene to help, but there 
was some sort of a canal in 


between and it was impos¬ 
sible. We thought 'God will¬ 
ing, no one has died'." 
Dozens of rescue crew 
members swarmed around 
the flood-lit fuselage, in¬ 
cluding around the cock¬ 
pit, which had flipped over. 
The plane was a Boeing 737 
that was 11 years old, ac¬ 
cording to the flight track¬ 
ing website Flightradar24. 
"We are aware of the me¬ 
dia reports and we are 
gathering more informa¬ 
tion," Peter Pedraza, a Boe¬ 
ing spokesman, said. 

NTV said the injured in¬ 
cluded the plane's two 
pilots, who it said were in 
serious condition. The tele¬ 
vision channe I broadcast 
a recording of the com¬ 
munications between the 
pilots and air traffic control 
in which the pilots are told 
that previous flights had re¬ 
ported strong tail winds. 
"According to the informa¬ 
tion we have, there was 


a rough landing. The ac¬ 
cident occurred after (the 
plane) could not deceler¬ 
ate and rammed into a 
field from the end of the 
runway," Turkey's state-run 
Anadolu news agency 
quoted Transportation 
and Infrastructure Minister 
Mehmet Cahit Turan as 
saying. 

Prosecutors opened an 
investigation of the acci¬ 
dent, Anadolu reported. 
Pegasus is a privately- 
owned, low-cost carrier 
based in Istanbul that flies 
97 routes, mostly within 
Turkey and to destinations 
in Europe, the Middle East 
and Central Asia. It is major¬ 
ity owned by Turkish billion¬ 
aire Sevket Sabanci and 
his family, who have big in¬ 
vestments in the country in 
areas as varied as real es¬ 
tate, clothing, health clubs 
and packaging materials. 
The accident comes a 
month after a Pegasus 


plane with 164 people on 
board skidded off the run¬ 
way at the same airport 
in Istanbul. There were no 
deaths or injuries in that in¬ 
cident on Jan. 7. 

In January 2018, another 
Boeing 737 in the Pegasus 
fleet slid off a runway at 
northeastern Turkey's Trab¬ 
zon Airport and down a dirt 
embankment. The plane 
came to rest in the dirt 
above the Black Sea with 
its nose pointed toward the 
water. None of the 168 pas¬ 
sengers and crew mem¬ 
bers were injured. 

Planes are designed to ab¬ 
sorb impact forces in the 
bottom of the fuselage to 
improve the chances that 
passengers in the cabin 
above will survive. 

In 2013, the tail of an Asiana 
Airlines Boeing 777 broke 
off after the jet hit a sea¬ 
wall during approach to 
San Francisco International 
Airport.Q 
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Iraqi officials say Baghdad wants to minimize reliance on U.S. 



In this Feb. 13, 2018 file photo, an Iraqi army soldier stands guard near a U.S.-made Iraqi Air Force 
F-16 fighter jet at the Balad Air Base, Iraq. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — The Iraqi 
government has told its mil¬ 
itary not to seek assistance 
from the U.S.-led coalition 
in operations against the 
Islamic State group, two 
senior Iraqi military officials 
said, amid a crisis of mistrust 
between Washington and 
Baghdad after an Ameri¬ 
can strike killed a top Ira¬ 
nian general and an Iraqi 
militia commander. 

The step shows that while 
the Iraqi leadership’s de¬ 
mands for an immediate 
removal of American forc¬ 
es have cooled, they are 
serious about rethinking the 
strategic relationship, and 
this is directly affecting mili¬ 
tary cooperation. 

Officially, Iraqis have been 
unclear on the status of 
joint operations. The Iraqi 
military announced Jan. 
30 that they had resumed 
after a three-week halt, 
but that statement was 
later removed and a mili¬ 
tary spokesperson rescind¬ 
ed the claim in remarks to 
state television. It was not 
followed up with a clarifi¬ 
cation. 

The halt had been called 
amid soaring tensions fol¬ 
lowing the Jan. 3 U.S. drone 
strike ordered by President 
Donald Trump that killed 
Iranian Gen. Qassem Solei- 
mani and senior Iraqi militia 
leader Abu Mahdi al-Mu- 
handis in Baghdad. 

On at least two occasions 
in January, U.S. officials said 
they expected the pause 
would be lifted imminently. 
But in practice, Iraqis are 
seeking to minimize coop¬ 


eration with the anti-IS co¬ 
alition, based on govern¬ 
ment orders, two Iraqi mili¬ 
tary officials and one militia 
official said this week. 

"After the killing of Solei- 
mani, the Iraqi government 
decided to inform us for¬ 
mally not to cooperate and 
not to seek assistance from 
the U.S.-led international 
coalition in any operation," 
a senior military intelligence 
official told The Associated 
Press. 

"Until now, we have not 
asked the Americans to 
provide assistance, we rely 
on our capabilities to pur¬ 
sue IS elements. The pres¬ 
ence of the Americans in 
the joint operations is only 
formal," the official said. 


The three officials spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because they were not au¬ 
thorized to talk to reporters. 
The coalition paused its 
mission to fight IS in Iraq on 
Jan. 5 after the strike. That 
same day, Shiite lawmak¬ 
ers, irate over what they 
called a flagrant violation 
of sovereignty, passed a 
nonbinding resolution re¬ 
questing the government 
cancel legal agreements 
that provide the basis for 
the U.S. troop presence in 
Iraq. 

Outgoing Prime Minister 
Adel Abdul-Mahdi has 
stated publicly that U.S. 
troops must go, but he has 
stepped back from unilat¬ 
erally canceling existing 


agreements, saying the 
matter was up to the next 
prime minister to decide. 
Prime Minister-designate 
Mohammed Allawi has not 
made his policy known to¬ 
ward the troop presence. 
About 5,200 U.S. soldiers are 
stationed in Iraqi bases to 
support local troops fight¬ 
ing IS militants. They are 
part of a larger internation¬ 
al coalition invited by the 
Iraqi government in 2014. 
One of the officials, a com¬ 
mander in Iraq's elite U.S.- 
trained Counter-Terrorism 
Services in western Anbar 
province, said some train¬ 
ing continues, but "as for 
military operations and car¬ 
rying out operations, there 
is no support." 


"We have knowledge 
that the American sup¬ 
port to the Iraqi forces has 
stopped," said the com¬ 
mander of an Iranian- 
backed militia group. 

No coalition airstrikes have 
been carried out against 
IS since the killing of Solei- 
mani, said coalition spokes¬ 
man Myles Caggins. In con¬ 
trast, 45 strikes were con¬ 
ducted in Iraq in October 
and November. 

"The Iraqis have not request¬ 
ed assistance with airstrikes 
in recent weeks, while our 
operations are paused. 
All coalition airstrikes have 
been coordinated with 
the Iraqi Security Forces for 
years," he said. 

Iraqi military personnel who 
have benefited from co¬ 
alition training are making 
appeals in private, knowing 
firsthand Iraq's reliance on 
U.S. military technologies 
and aircraft. 

"We have no alternative 
now," said the senior CTS 
official. "The battle against 
IS is technological, and 
we don't own any of these 
technologies, only the 
Americans do." 

U.S. Marine Gen. Frank 
McKenzie, the top Ameri¬ 
can commander for the 
Middle East, met Tuesday 
with Iraqi leaders and ac¬ 
knowledged that joint 
military operations and 
training have been scaled 
back, although he said U.S. 
special operations forces 
are doing some missions 
with Iraqi commandos. 
"We're still in a period of tur¬ 
bulence. We've got a ways 
to go," he saidO 


Lebanon's only English-language daily stops print edition 


By BASSEM MROUE 
BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon’s 
only English-language 
newspaper announced 
on Tuesday that it was 
temporarily suspending its 
print edition because of fi¬ 
nancial challenges as the 
country passes through its 
worst economic crisis in de¬ 
cades. 

The Daily Star said its web¬ 
site and social media plat¬ 
forms would continue work 
as usual "to offer first-rate 
news coverage and con¬ 
tent from Lebanon, the 


Middle East and beyond." 
The Daily Star is the latest 
among several Lebanese 
newspapers that stopped 
printing in recent years in 
a struggle to compete with 
digital media, a struggle 
that worsened with Leba¬ 
non's economic crisis in the 
past year. 

Days earlier. Radio One, a 
popular music radio sta¬ 
tion, went off the air after 
37 years as a result of the 
crisis. 

The tiny Mediterranean 
country is in the midst of a 


crippling economic and 
financial crisis, the worst 
since the end of Lebanon's 
1975-90 civil war. The situ¬ 
ation has deteriorated fur¬ 
ther since Oct. 17, when 
nationwide protests erupt¬ 
ed against the political 
elite, blamed for decades 
of corruption and misman¬ 
agement. 

Some organizations have 
let go of employees and 
cut salaries, while others 
have closed down com¬ 
pletely. 

The Daily Star said in a 


statement that a drop to 
virtually no advertising rev¬ 
enues in the last quarter of 
2019 and January this year 
"compounded the already 
dire financial situation that 
has ravaged Lebanese 
newspapers with the rise of 
digital media." 

"The Daily Star apologizes 
to readers of its print edi¬ 
tion and remains hope¬ 
ful that it can ride out this 
storm," it said, adding that 
they hope to relaunch the 
paper version and return to 
newsstands as soon as pos¬ 


sible. 

The paper has been strug¬ 
gling for a while and some 
employees went on strike in 
December protesting that 
they have not been paid 
for months. 

Some local TV stations have 
been struggling as well, giv¬ 
ing employees half their 
salary. 

Last year, the daily Al-Mus- 
taqbal, which was owned 
by former Prime Minister 
Saad Hariri’s family, ceased 
its print edition and turned 
into a digital newspaperO 
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Full Island Jeep Safari 

Includes 


Pick-up ft Drop-off included 
in Hotel area 

Automatic 4x4 Air Conditioned Jeep 
" 12 Interesting; Stops ft Sights 
Light Breakfast included 


* Lunch at Pelican Nest Seafood Grill 

* Beverages Included 

■ Entrance Foe to Artkok National 
Park Included 

* Swim at Baby Beach 


105.00 


PRESENT THIS AD AND RECEIVE $10 OFF PER COUPLE 


f o™?ne www.peLican-aryba.com tEtsnr} 


on CALL DIRECT 
537-2307 


Pelican Adventures^i^ 


Sudan official: Talks with Israel 
about international status 



In this Jan. 29, 2019 file photo, Hayo, chief of the Pataxo Ha-ha- 
hae indigenous community, walks toward the Paraopeba River 
days after the collapse of a mining company dam, near his vil¬ 
lage in Brumadinho, Brazil. 

Associated Press 

Former missionary to 
lead Brazil's isolated 
indigenous unit 



Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu listens to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin during their meeting in the Kremlin in 
Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Jan. 30, 2020. 

Associated Press 


SAO PAULO (AP) — Bra¬ 
zil's far-right administration 
named a former evangeli¬ 
cal missionary Wednesday 
to head a department re¬ 
sponsible for protecting 
uncontacted and recently 
contacted indigenous 
groups, raising concerns 
among human rights ac¬ 
tivists about the threat to 
tribes' health and culture. 
The Justice Ministry said 
Ricardo Lopes Dias is the 
new coordinator-general 
for the government unit, 
which is part of the indige¬ 
nous affairs agency known 
as Funai. 

In recent interviews with 
Brazilian media, Dias said 
he would not seek to evan¬ 
gelize indigenous groups. 
He told the newspaper O 
Globo before his nomina¬ 
tion was made official that 
his actions would be purely 
technical, defended his 
knowledge of indigenous 
groups and insisted there is 
prejudice against him be¬ 
cause of his faith. 

Activists say that hasn't al¬ 
layed their concerns, given 
Dias work in the Amazon 


in 1997-2007 as a member 
of the New Tribes nonprofit 
group. Currently called Eth- 
nos360, the Florida-based 
group sends missionar¬ 
ies from local churches 
around the world, many to 
indigenous territory. 

Dias' nomination comes a 
week after Funai's chair¬ 
man changed internal 
rules so people who don't 
pass civil service exams 
can be eligible for the posi¬ 
tion to which Dias has been 
appointed. Brazil officially 
counts 28 groups of iso¬ 
lated indigenous peoples 
in the Amazon. President 
Jair Bolsonaro has said that 
indigenous groups should 
be integrated into Brazil¬ 
ian society and that their 
protected lands can pose 
a threat to development 
and national sovereignty. 

A former Funai president, 
Marcio Santilli, told The As¬ 
sociated Press that the ap¬ 
pointment of Dias was a 
matter of global concern. 
"The risks of contact are of 
contamination by disease, 
as often happened in the 
past," Santilli saidO 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Sudan's mili¬ 
tary said Wednesday the 
motive for agreeing to an 
initiative to normalize rela¬ 
tions with Israel after de¬ 
cades of enmity was to 
help end the country's sta¬ 
tus as an international pa¬ 
riah state. 

The spokesman for Sudan's 
armed forces, Brig. Amer 
Mohammed al-Hassan, 
said in a news conference 
that a meeting between 
the head of Sudan's sov¬ 
ereign council and Israel's 
prime minister in Uganda 
on Monday was part of ef¬ 
forts to end Sudan's long¬ 
time status as a state sup¬ 
porter of terror. 

The goal of the talks be¬ 
tween Benjamin Netanya¬ 
hu and Gen. Abdel-Fattah 
Burhan, he said, was to 
help secure Sudan's remov¬ 
al from the United States' list 
of states that sponsor terror. 
The designation dates back 
to the 1990s, when Sudan 
briefly hosted Osama bin 
Laden and other wanted 
militants. The U.S. and Israel 
are staunch allies. 

Sudan was also believed to 
have served as a pipeline 
for Iran to supply weapons 
to Palestinian militants in 
the Gaza Strip. Israel was 
thought to have been be¬ 
hind airstrikes in Sudan that 
destroyed a convoy in 2009 
and a weapons factory in 
2012. 

Monday's meeting came 
just a day after U.S. Secre¬ 
tary of State Mike Pompeo 
invited Burhan to visit the 
United States in a phone 
call. The date of the visit 
has not yet been set. 

A senior Sudanese military 
official said Monday the 
Sudan-lsrael meeting was 
orchestrated by the United 
Arab Emirates, a close ally 


of the U.S. 

Netanyahu declared Mon¬ 
day on Twitter that Israel 
and Sudan were working 
toward normalizing rela¬ 
tions. For Israel, it would be 
a major diplomatic break¬ 
through. 

Burhan was quoted by al- 
Hassan as saying during a 
meeting with newspaper 
editors Wednesday that 
Sudan is under economic 
pressure and the country 
needs "bold decisions that 
shift Sudan's domestic and 
foreign policy." 

Sudan is led by a military- 
civilian transitional council 
established following au¬ 
tocratic president Omar 
al-Bashir's ouster in a popu¬ 
lar uprising that ended his 
30-year rule last April. Its 
interim civilian leaders had 
said the meeting with Ne¬ 
tanyahu caught them by 
surprise. 

Al-Hassan said that in the 
Monday meeting, the two 
leaders did not discuss U.S. 
President Donald's Trump 
controversial plan for Israel 
and the Palestinians, un¬ 
veiled last week. 

The government has faced 


criticism from civil society 
leaders for the sudden 
warming in relations with 
Israel. Sudan, a Muslim- 
majority African country, 
has long said it supports the 
Palestinian people in their 
calls for an independent 
state. 

Burhan, Sudan's interim 
leader, said in a separate 
statement Tuesday that 
Sudan backs the Palestin¬ 
ian people's aspirations 
to have an independent 
state. 

Sudan is a member of the 
Arab League and joined 
other members at a meet¬ 
ing in Cairo on Saturday 
in rejecting Trump's plan 
for settling the Israeli-Pal- 
estinian conflict. The plan, 
laid out by Trump late last 
week, heavily favors Israel. 
Burhan also was quoted 
as saying that there had 
been "preparatory talks" 
about the meeting as early 
as three months ago, and 
that the country's top civil¬ 
ian leader. Prime Minister 
Abdalla Hamdok, was in¬ 
formed two days prior that 
the meeting would be tak¬ 
ing placeO 
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Tiny indigenous land highlights Brazil's environmental woes 



A police officer asks David Karai, a leader within the Guarani Mbya indigenous tribe, for his group 
to leave the property where real estate developer Tenda cut trees to make way for apartment 
buildings, next to the indigenous community's land in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Thursday, Jan. 30, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By MAURICIO SAVARESE 
Associated Press 
SAO PAULO (AP) — Their 
bodies painted black, doz¬ 
ens of members the Brazil's 
Guarani Mbya tribe lift their 
hands and sing a mourning 
song for hundreds of felled 
trees beside their village. 
They weep, chant and per¬ 
form funeral rites for a lost 
patch of forest on the edge 
of Latin America's biggest 
city. 

People in the tribe rushed to 
the site, at the base of Sao 
Paulo's Jaragua Peak, as 
soon as they heard chain¬ 
saws toppling trees on Jan. 
30. Some wore feathered 
headdresses and held ar¬ 
rows in clenched fists. The 
display alarmed construc¬ 
tion company employees, 
who called the police and 
sought refuge in a shack 
nearby. 

"Two employees of the 
company came in De¬ 
cember to tell us not to be 
scared about the chain¬ 
saws," tribal leader David 
Fernandes told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. "There's no city 
here. There's just forest. How 
can the authorities give a li¬ 
cense to build here? There 
has been no dialogue. It 
is our right to have a say 
about what impacts us." 
Tree-cutting has been sus¬ 
pended, at least temporar¬ 
ily. But workers still hope to 
get back to building five 
high-rise apartment blocks 
for low-income residents. 
Sao Paulo's city hall said it 
had awarded licenses to 
build there. 

They were given by officials 


working for Mayor Bruno 
Covas, a former state en¬ 
vironment secretary who is 
running for reelection this 
year. 

Until the 1950s, the tribe 
wandered in the Jaragua 
region, an area of Atlan¬ 
tic forest. Decades later, 
the village they settled in 
was recognized by the 
Brazil government but also 
encroached upon by the 
sprawling metropolis. The 
tension between a builder 
with projects in nine Brazil¬ 
ian states and a 40-fam- 
ily indigenous community 
-- the smallest by area in 
all Brazil at 4.2 acres (1.7 
hectares) -- is a microcosm 
of what's playing out else¬ 
where in the country. 
Farther afield, particularly 


in Brazil's Amazon, indig¬ 
enous groups face grow¬ 
ing pressure from business 
interests including loggers, 
miners, farmers and cattle 
ranchers. The developers 
have found a steadfast 
advocate in President Jair 
Bolsonaro, who has often 
said indigenous people 
and their land cannot be a 
hindrance to development 
and national sovereignty. 
Brazil's president has no 
say in awarding the con¬ 
structor the permits to build 
near Guarani Mbya land. 
But tribal leaders argue the 
federal indigenous affairs 
agency did not consult 
them on potential impacts, 
as required by law, which 
would halt the licensing 
process. They also said 


no one from the agency, 
known as Funai, supported 
them after they informed 
about the construction. 
Funai said Tuesday that offi¬ 
cials visited the site recent¬ 
ly. In a statement the agen¬ 
cy said the cutting of trees 
was suspended for 20 days 
following an agreement 
between indigenous lead¬ 
ers and the construction 
company. It did not com¬ 
ment on whether it had 
consulted the indigenous 
residents before tree-felling 
began. 

Sao Paulo’s city hall said 
Tuesday night that con¬ 
struction at the site will be 
halted for seven days so the 
indigenous people have 
more time to provide any 
evidence that there are 


problems with the builder's 
environmental licenses. 
Earlier, builder Tenda said it 
had carried out all required 
procedures to begin the 
housing project and felled 
only "isolated trees." Follow¬ 
ing repeated requests from 
the AP, Tenda didn't make 
anyone available for an in¬ 
terview. 

Tribal leaders are con¬ 
cerned that the roughly 
500 trees felled over the 
past week is just the start, 
and that more trees will be 
cut. The indigenous group 
worries that amount of de¬ 
forestation could dry up a 
spring that's important for 
local fishing. 

The Guarani Mbya officially 
gained claim to their land, 
an area smaller than two 
soccer pitches beside Sao 
Paulo's tallest hill, in 1987. 
While Tenda isn't building 
on the indigenous territory, 
Sao Paulo city councilman 
Gilberto Natalini says grant¬ 
ing permission to build near 
the tribe and in a forested 
region still is a "disgrace" 
and a sign of greed. 

"In Brazil, the order now is 
destroy in order to make 
money," Natalini said, walk¬ 
ing amidst fallen trunks. "It's 
a very bad moment for our 
environment." 

Bolsonaro has said indig¬ 
enous people should be 
integrated into society, 
and also that they them¬ 
selves desire modern con¬ 
veniences. He has likened 
those living within pro¬ 
tected areas to animals 
trapped in a zoo, angering 
human rights activists. □ 


President upsets Mexicans with plan to end long weekends 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexi¬ 
can President Andres Man¬ 
uel Lopez Obrador has 
floated a strikingly unpop¬ 
ular proposal to end the 
practice of creating long 
weekends by moving na¬ 
tional holidays around. 
Lopez Obrador is a student 
of Mexican history, and 
he was irked because few 
people appeared to re¬ 
member that Wednesday 
is the anniversary of the 
Feb. 5, 1917 adoption of 
the country's Constitution. 
The official holiday was 
moved to Monday this 


year, to allow Mexicans 
three continuous days off. 
That is similar to the U.S. 
practice of celebrating 
Memorial Day or Washing¬ 
ton's birthday on the near¬ 
est Monday. 

Lopez Obrador said it is 
a bad practice because 
it led people to forget 
what they were celebrat¬ 
ing, even though he ac¬ 
knowledged the three-day 
weekends were popular. 

"I know this is going to be 
controversial, but I believe 
that, if you don't know 
where you come from. 


you'll never know where 
you are going," Lopez Ob¬ 
rador said. "For us, history 
is fundamental, it is life's 
teacher." 

So Lopez Obrador said 
that by the start of the next 
school year, in August or 
September, he will insist 
that holidays be celebrat¬ 
ed on their actual historical 
date. 

That drew waves of disap¬ 
proval on social media, 
where Twitter users be¬ 
moaned losing their long 
weekends. 

The hashtag #conlospuent- 


esno — roughly, "don't mess 
with long weekends" — be¬ 
came the number one 
trending topic on Twitter in 
Mexico. One user posted 
a photo of a handshake 
between hands labelled 
"conservatives" and "pro¬ 
gressives," with the saying: 
"Today there are no divi¬ 
sions, today we are all unit¬ 
ed, don't mess with long 
weekends." 

Isra Piatrov reflected the 
feelings of many in Mexico 
— where many still work a 
48-hour week — when he 
wrote on Twitter that "we 


live in a country with some 
of the longest working 
hours, where a large num¬ 
ber of people spend an 
hour getting to work, and 
the long weekends provide 
a break." 

It is not the first time Lopez 
Obrador’s proposals have 
polarized Mexico. His deci¬ 
sion to avoid confrontations 
with drug cartels, cancel a 
partly built airport project, 
build new oil refineries and 
raffle off the presidential jet 
have angered many con¬ 
servatives. 

□ 
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Seaside dinner at Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino, 
at Gilligan’s Seafood Shack 



Palm Beach - The resort’s 
open-air terrace restaurant 
at the edge of the Palm 
Beach boardwalk is open 
for dinner, nightly. The pop¬ 
ular seaside eatery caters 
to resort guests during the 
day, and fun, casual diners 
in the evening hours - just 
walk in, no reservations re¬ 
quired. 

The new dinner menu of¬ 
fers a selecfion of interest¬ 
ing salads and a variety 
of seafood appetizers fol¬ 
lowed by fresh fish, beef 
and chicken entrees, veg¬ 
etarian offerings, tasty sides 
and desserts. 

You may start your eve¬ 
ning's meal with a Lemon 
Caesar or a Garden Salad, 
then go on to enjoy Nori 
Ahi Tuna, Ceviche de Pes- 
cado, or Fisherman’s Bas¬ 
ket for two, all nicely plat¬ 
ed and plentiful. Classics, 
such as Beef Empanadas 
or Grilled Shrimp conclude 
the menu's list of crowd¬ 
pleasing appetizers. 

True to the restaurant’s 
name, the menu highlights 
a number of fresh seafood 
preparations, Shrimp Cre¬ 


ole, Grouper & Crab, Shrimp 
Tacos and Mahi Mahi Fillet. 
Landlubbers may pick Jerk 
Prosciutto Chicken or Dijon 
Skirt Steak, both innovative 
chef's signature dishes. 
Those in search of vegetari¬ 
an options will delight in the 
Green Garden Penne Pas¬ 
ta and the Vegetable Tart, 
served with a small garden 
salad. 

Gilligan's Seafood Shack 


features two fantastic of¬ 
fers: A Tuesday Shrimp 
Taco Special for $19 per 
person, from 5:30 to 8pm 
and a Wednesday All You 
Can Eat, Taste of Aruba, 
with skewers of Mahi Mahi, 
Shrimp, Red Snapper, Grou¬ 
per, Beef, Chicken and 
Chorizo, a basket of yucca 
and funchi fries, other tasty 
sides, and local caramel 
flan for dessert. The collosal 


meal also includes 2 for 1 
Chill Draft Beer, all at $35 
per person. 

The eatery is named after 
a legendary sitcom from 
the 60's, Gilligan's Island, 
a few years after the resort 
was originally constructed. 
The sitcom told the story of 
seven tourists accidentally 
stranded on an island, and 
their failed escapes from 
it. With a carefree and ca¬ 


sual ambiance matching 
the delicious food, guests 
entertain no thoughts of 
escaping from Gilligan's 
Seafood Shack. On the 
contrary, they come back 
to enjoy desserts such as 
Chocolate Surprise, or 
the famed Flomemade 
Cheesecake. 

The resort’s Executive Chef 
and the mastermind be¬ 
hind the dinner menu, 
Matt Boland, is Aruba’s es¬ 
teemed celebrity chef. He 
is often the Tourism Authori¬ 
ty’s popular choice to wow 
attendees at travel shows 
with food demonstrations 
and tastings. Famous for 
his energy, creativity and 
passion for fresh food con¬ 
cepts, Boland has made 
Gilligan’s Seafood Shack 
a family favorite, a casual 
dining destination in a pre¬ 
mier location. 

Matching the stellar menu, 
an equally diverse bev¬ 
erage selection to help 
guests unwind with refresh¬ 
ing cocktails, sparkling, 
blush, red and white wines, 
and local beers, while sa¬ 
voring delightful island 
flavors. a 


Distinguished Visitors honored at Divi Phoenix 


EAGLE BEACH — Recently, 
Kimberley Richardson of the 
Aruba Tourism Authority had 
the great pleasure to honor 
Aruba’s loyal and friendly vis¬ 
itors as Distinguished Visitors 
of Aruba. The Distinguished 
Visitor certificate is present¬ 
ed on behalf of the Minister 
of Tourism, as a token of ap¬ 
preciation and to say ‘Masha 
Danki', to the guests who visit 
Aruba 10 years and more 
consecutively. 

The honorees were couple 

Gerard & Beverly Lyons from 
Massachusetts, USA. 

This couple stated that they 
love the island very much, 
especially for its year-round 


sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches and picturesque 
sunsets, delicious variety of 
foods, its cleanliness, and 
Aruba’s warm and friendly 
people who became like 
family to them. This couple 
not only fell in-love with the 
island, but also brought fam¬ 
ily, grandchildren, friends, 
and neighbors to Aruba. 

Richardson together with 
the representatives of the 
Divi Phoenix presented the 
certificate to the honorees, 
handed over some presents 
and also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their fa¬ 
vorite vacation destination 
and as their home-away- 
from-home. □ 
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Advocating for Sustainable Aruban 
Cities and Communities 


ORANJESTAD - “We don’t have time to sit on our hands as our planet burns. For young 
people, climate change is bigger than election or re-election. It is life or death”, Al¬ 
exandra Ocasio -Cortes. I am sure scrolling down your Facebook news feed last 
month was so devastating. Reading about all the disasters, sadness, and turmoil 
people are experiencing around the world. Losing their loved ones, their homes, 
their communities, and their cities. Bushfires in Australia, flash floods in Indonesia, 
never recorded high temperatures in Europe, volcano eruptions in the Philippines, 
and heavy rains in Brazil amongst them. The essence of what US representative Al¬ 
exandra Ocasio-Cortes is saying is that climate change is not negotiable anymore. 
The Goal of the Month for February is Sustainable Development Goal 11: Make cities 
and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 

But why is SDG 11 so relevant and important for us to consider? Well, the United 
Nations Environment Program (2020) states that “due to their high concentration of 
people, infrastructure, housing and economic activities, cities are particularly vul¬ 
nerable to climate change and natural disasters impacts. Building urban resilience 
is crucial to avoid human, social and economic losses while improving the sustain¬ 
ability of urbanization processes is needed to protect the environment and mitigate 
disaster risk and climate change". But, besides the climate challenges, the Sustain¬ 
able Development Platform of the UN emphasizes the fact that “urgent action is 
needed to reverse the current situation. With the areas occupied by cities growing 
faster than their populations, there are profound repercussions for sustainability". 

Interesting update, last week Tuesday, January 28th 2020 Mrs. Marisol Lopez - Tromp 
was sworn as the new Minister of Spatial Development Infrastructure and Environ¬ 
ment of Aruba. Her goal with this new position is to continue the work of the former 
Minister, Mr. Otmar Oduber, and to promote balanced economic growth and de¬ 
velopment, while taking into account the environment and biodiversity needs of the 
island. 

Breaking down SDG 11 

To get a better understanding on SDG 11 it is important to break it down and explain 
all relevant indicators. SDG 11 consists out of 7 main indicators, which are: affordable 
housing, sustainable transport, participatory planning, cultural and natural heritage, 
disaster reduction, air quality and waste management, and public spaces. Out of 
these indicators, there are several sub indicators that are also relevant and crucial 
within this discussion, such as rural-urban planning, mitigation of climate change, 
basic services, and securing land rights. 

1. Affordable Housing 

One of the first project on sustainable living was the Smart Community (housing) 
which was founded in 2014 by a consortium comprising of the Government of Aru¬ 
ba, FCCA, Utilities NV, ELMAR, WEB ARUBA NV, SETAR and TNO Caribbean. Accord¬ 
ing to FCCA, “smart Community Aruba entails the creation of a residential neighbor¬ 
hood in Aruba comprising of 20 houses geared at demonstrating sustainable living 
principles in a real life Aruban environment. To this extent the neighborhood will 
serve as a small-scale environment for demonstrating sustainable energy technol¬ 
ogy specific to the Caribbean’s climatic conditions. Findings and results will lead to 
public dissemination towards Aruba’s people, businesses and/or education institu¬ 
tions. Moreover, results can inform policy making as to benefit Aruba as a whole”. 
Without considering the transparency and legitimacy procedures within this project, 
the essence of this project is highly positive and serves as a great stepping stone 
moving forward. 

Besides this project, the Government of Aruba has a responsibility to continue secur¬ 
ing affordable housing opportunities for the Aruban society. If we evaluate the last 
10 years, the Government of Aruba provided approximately 934 affordable hous¬ 
ing options within the first years (FCCA, 2020). Half way down the last 10 years, this 
decreased significantly, because they focused on renovated existing housing units. 
Fortunately, new investments and constructions picked up again in the last years. 

2. Sustainable Transport 

Sustainability is not only the infrastructure of a country but also consists with how 



people in society mobi¬ 
lize themselves. Aruba’s 
population has grown sig¬ 
nificantly over the last de¬ 
cades, which has led to an 
increase of the number of 
cars. Even though the is¬ 
land has a public transport 
system, mobility on the is¬ 
land is highly dependent 
on individuals having a 
car and households hav¬ 
ing more than one car. An 
interesting component of 
sustainable transport ac¬ 
cording to the SDGs is that 
we are “improving road 
safety, notably by expand¬ 
ing public transport, with 
special attention to the 
needs of those in vulner¬ 
able situations, women, 
children, persons with dis¬ 
abilities and older per¬ 
sons”. Transportation on 
the island has always been 
a challenge. While the in¬ 
frastructure and access to 
more roads has improved, 
the mobility concerns are 
still present. 

3. Participatory Planning 

Being involved in the sus¬ 
tainable human settlement 
planning and manage¬ 
ment remains an important 
aspect considering the 
need for collective input in 
the development factors 
of Aruba. Aruba has been 
very busy constructing the 
National Spatial Planning 
(ROP) 2019-2029 and have 
now moved to the stage 
where the Government of 
Aruba together with the in¬ 
put of the community and 
all remaining stakeholder, 
will define what can and 
can’t be permissible within 
each category. Whether it 
may be housing, protect¬ 
ed, and commercial areas, 
all areas will be structured 
accordingly (ROPV). The 
main concern with this, is 
that we keep our focus on 
what is better for the entire 
island. What will in the end 
be better for the economy. 


social well-being of our 
people, health related ide¬ 
als of our people, natural 
heritage protection, and 
environmental concerns 
and so much more. 

4. Cultural and Natural Her¬ 
itage 

Up to this point Aruba has 
not been very successful in 
protecting its cultural heri¬ 
tage, however has made 
tremendous advance¬ 
ments towards protecting 
its natural heritage. Since 
2000 Aruba has protected 
one fifth of the island by 
establishing the Arikok Na¬ 
tional Park. Between these 
parameters, all wildlife, flo¬ 
ra and fauna are protect¬ 
ed and safeguarded. How¬ 
ever, besides protecting 
life on land, Aruba has a lot 
of life below water in des¬ 
perate need for attention. 
This is how the marine pro¬ 
tection area (MPA) project 
initiated. Without analyzing 
how this went about, we 
can now say that Aruba 
will be protecting its natu¬ 
ral heritage below water 
as well through the four 
marine parks: MPA Arikok, 
MPA Seroe Colorado, MPA 
Mangel Halto, MPA Oran- 
jestad. These MPA will be 
under supervision and care 
of the Arikok National Park. 

5. Disaster reduction 

Aruba compared to other 
remaining Caribbean is¬ 
lands has not experienced 
as impactful and detri¬ 
mental disasters over the 
decades. However, this is 
not a reason for the island 
to stay behind. With the 
challenges that come with 
small-scale societies, one 
of the key demands are 
knowledge, education, 
and research and devel¬ 
opment. 


Continued on Page 15 
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WIN $10 UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts [ Baskin-Robbins 
fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
T0F Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique I R-Glass 
Curated Lab i Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard j The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 


THURSDAY! 


Bonus 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 



Additional $500 Cash Prize In our Monthly Early Bird Drawing 
when you purchase your card before noon! 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open doily 10am to 4am | IE. Irausquin Blvd #47 
563.5000 I CQ5tnoalhambra.com 
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Advocating for Sustainable Aruban Cities and Communities 


Continued from Page 14 

Aruba is slowly but surely realizing that self-suf¬ 
ficiency is more sustainable in the long run. By 
having the right policies, strategic plans and 
access to relevant data, Aruba can reduce the 
risks that come with geographical and environ¬ 
mental challenges that can’t be ignored for 
much longer. 

6 . Air quality and waste management 

One of the most discussed topics within our 
community is related to waste management, 
and the environmental and health concerns 
that come with it. Aruba has battled year in and 
year out with this dilemma on figuring out how 
we are going to mitigate the effects is has and 
will continue to cause if nothing gets resolved. 
In short, Aruba has used the “landfill system” for 


years and we are now experiencing the harm¬ 
ful effects thereof. Constant dump fires, caus¬ 
ing toxic gases to release into the atmosphere, 
hazardous gases reaching surrounding neigh¬ 
borhoods, contamination of soil and life below 
water and so on. 

The only step towards stopping this is what we 
know as the “Serlimar Bill”. With its pros and cons 
discussed within the community, it is the only so¬ 
lution presented thus far by the government. 
The call goes out to the Government of Aruba 
and the Parliament of Aruba to stop this and to 
the community of Aruba to keep persisting for 
change. Not only for us now, but for the future 
generations. 

Moving Forward 

After exploring the SDG 11 indicators, we can 


conclude that Aruba is currently at a cross road. 
Are we going to make the bold and necessary 
move which will mean sacrificing our own self¬ 
ish behaviors for the progress and well-being of 
our communities? Or are we going to continue 
ignoring the problems we have and are creat¬ 
ing? 

As a member of the community of Aruba and 
of the global community, each and every one 
of us have a responsibility to participate in this 
dialogue. Politicians, Ministers, Policy advisors. 
Private sector. Public sector. Academia, NGOs, 
Advocates, and the Community should realize 
that it is not an individual fight, but a collective 
one that will require collaboration. Because we 
are all contributing one way or the other to the 
destruction. Let’s for once contribute to the 
resolution. □ 



Biography - Thais G. Franken (24) is a recently graduated Aruban student at the University of Maastricht 
(UM). She obtained her graduate double master of science degree in Public Policy and Human Develop¬ 
ment in collaboration with the United Nations University Maastricht Economic and Social Research Institute 
on Innovation and Technology (UNU-MERIT). Back home, on the beautiful island of Aruba, she completed 
her Bachelor of Arts in Organization, Governance & Management (OGM) at the University of Aruba (UA), 
where she successfully defended her thesis titled “Placing Culture and Creativity at the Heart of the Aru¬ 
ban Sustainable Development”. It was precisely this research project that inspired the emergence of the 
“Creative Islander” column in 2018. Thai's is very passionate about topics such as sustainability, innovation, 
culture, creativity, social entrepreneurship and their role in public management. Next to her academic in¬ 
terests, she enjoys reading, writing, dancing and cooking. 
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Masha Danki 




EAGLE BEACH — Aruba 
Tourism Authority represen¬ 
tative, Marouska Heyliger, 
had the privilege in hon¬ 
oring a group of loyal visi¬ 
tors. What made this group 
extra special is that they all 
have been coming to Aru¬ 


ba for over 25 years. They 
received their distinctive 
certificate of Goodwill and 
Emerald Ambassadors. 

The honorees are: 

Stefanie and Edward Levin 

who have been coming to 


Aruba for 25 years, Steven 
and Rebecca Gidseg for 28 
years, Randy and Barbara 
Gidseg for 30 years, David 
and Lauren Gidseg for 30 
years and Emerald Am¬ 
bassadors Michael and Jill 
Gidseg have been coming 
to Aruba for 36 years. 

Representatives of the 
Costa Linda Beach Resort 
were also present at this 
special ceremony where 
they celebrated the long¬ 
time friendship and loyalty 
of these lovely visitors. The 
honorees stated that Aru¬ 
ba is their favorite island for 
so many reasons, but spe¬ 
cially its beautiful beaches, 
friendly people and great 
weather. 

The Aruba Tourism Authority 
and Costa Linda Beach Re¬ 
sort would like to say ‘Ma¬ 
sha Danki” to all of them for 
choosing Aruba as their fa¬ 
vorite vacation destination 
for so many years. □ 
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Aruba Airport: 
Increased passenger 
figures for 2019! 



ORANJESTAD - As Aruba 
Airport kicked off 2020 
with a successful Super 
Weekend processing a to¬ 
tal of 24,627 passengers in 
and out of the airport and 
handled 111 flight move¬ 
ments, Aruba Airport Au¬ 
thority N.V. (AAA) is also 
very happy to report an in¬ 
crease in the total number 
of passengers who have 
visited Aruba in 2019. 

Aruba Airport has experi¬ 
enced a strong increase 
of 3% totaling to approxi¬ 
mately 2.53 million (in and 
out) passengers, served 
by 27 airlines, compared 
to 2018 and now provides 
service to 32 international 
airports in 12 countries, 
and 28 destinations. 

Below are a few of the de¬ 
velopments that have led 
to the remarkable results 
of 2019: 

American Airlines: 

- New La Guardia-Aruba 
year-round service 

- Expands Chicago-Aruba 
seasonal operation 
Delta Air Lines: 

- Additional mid-week 
Boston service in Decem¬ 
ber 2019 and January 
2020. 

JetBlue: 

- Adding additional rota¬ 
tions from New York from 
11 to 16 weekly flights from 
June 2019 to October 
2019 

Spirit: 

- Two additional flights for 
the summer season and 
a total of 3 weekly flights 
from Fort Lauderdale - 
Aruba during peak weeks 
United: 

- Expansion of seasonal 
service to Chicago from 2 
weekly to 5 weekly flights 


Air Canada: 

- Additional 2 mid-week 
service for the winter sea¬ 
son 

Avianca: 

Initially decided to cut 
back flights but was 
turned around after col¬ 
laborating back to cur¬ 
rent schedule 
Winao: 

Up gauging of twice 
weekly service to a B737- 
800 aircraft and will ser¬ 
vice the destination for 
a total of 9 out of the 12 
months 
Aruba Airlines: 

Last December launched 
new nonstop service from 
Aruba to Barranquilla and 
Medellin. 

Coming back to Super 
Weekend 2020 (January 
5 & 6, 2020) Aruba Airport 
processed a total of 24,627 
passengers in and out of 
the airport and handled 
111 flight movements. At 
the screening points over 
28,000 pieces of luggage 
were processed. 

The staff has shown the 
passengers that Aruba 
Airport can truly provide 
them with a positive last 
impression while using the 
airport facilities. This could 
only be possible with the 
dedication and commit¬ 
ment of each of the air¬ 
port employees working 
as a team together at the 
airport. 

Aruba Airport thanks the 
entire airport community 
for their remarkable efforts 
in 2019 and congratulates 
them for the impressive 
results. 2020 has already 
shown that the enthusi¬ 
asm to provide quality 
service to Aruba’s passen¬ 
gers is strong and stable.Q 
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Congress 
urged to 
pass anti- 
doping 
bill before 
Olympics 

By BEN NUCKOLS 
AP Sports Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

head of the U.S. Anti- 
Doping Agency urged 
Congress on Wednesday 
to pass a bill criminalizing 
international doping con¬ 
spiracies before this sum¬ 
mer's Tokyo Olympics, say¬ 
ing it would be a strong 
deterrent in the absence 
of adequate punishment 
for past Russian doping. 
USADA CEO Travis Tygart 
testified before the Senate 
Commerce Committee. 
The House has unanimous¬ 
ly approved the Rod- 
chenkov Anti-Doping Act, 
named for the Moscow 
lab director who blew the 
whistle on Russia's state- 
sponsored doping at the 
2014 Sochi Olympics, and 
the bill — which also in¬ 
cludes protections for whis¬ 
tleblowers — has bipartisan 
support in the Senate. 

"We all now have a once- 
in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to fix the global anti-dop¬ 
ing system," Tygart said. 
"We host the LA Olympic 
Games in 2028, and we 
want it real, not rigged." 
The World Anti-Doping 
Agency, which receives 
more funding from the 
United States than from 
any other country, is lobby¬ 
ing for extensive changes 
to the bill. In a letter to the 
Senate this week, WADA 
said the bill would "have 
the unintended conse¬ 
quences of shattering 
the anti-doping system" if 
passed without changes. 

Continued on page 23 



SILENCE IS 
GOA-LING 
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Montreal Canadiens left wing Ilya Kovalchuk puts his finger to his lips, silencing the boos of New Jersey Devils fans, after scoring in 
the shootout of an NHL hockey game Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2020, in Newark, N.J. The Canadiens won 5-4. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 


















THURSDAY 6 FEBRUARY 


A18 ISP0RTS 



Mickelson looking for momentum after year getting 'crushed' 



Phil Mickelson plays his shot from the fifth tee on the Torrey Pines South Course during the first 
round of The Farmers Insurance golf tournament in San Diego, Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020. 

Associated Press 


PEBBLE BEACH, Calif. (AP) 

— Optimism is never in short 
supply for Phil Mickelson, 
and it was especially high 
when he left the Monterey 
Peninsula last year with his 
44th career PGA Tour vic¬ 
tory and his fifth title in the 
AT&T Pebble Beach Pro- 
Am. 

He had the entire year 
ahead of him. 

It didn't turn out the way he 
imagined. 

"After I won last year, I 
knew I was going to go out 
and just crush the rest of 
the year," Mickelson said 
Wednesday. "And the rest 
of the year crushed me." 

It wasn’t that he failed to 
win again — no shame in 
that after turning 49 and 
competing against an in¬ 
creasingly younger PGA 
Tour — he only cracked 
the top 20 one time, at the 
Masters. 

The Presidents Cup, which 
dates to 1994, was played 
without him for the first time. 
And by the end of the year, 
he was out of the top 50 in 
the world for the first time in 
26 years. 

"I didn't play up to my level 
of expectation, and it just 
kind of snowballed and got 
worse," Mickelson said. 

He returns to Pebble Beach 
with his optimism still strong. 
Mickelson has shied away 
from a previous guarantee 
of reaching 50 wins on the 
PGA Tour. With age comes 
a dose of reality. But he 
likes the way he is swinging. 
He likes the way he is think¬ 
ing again. And he picked 
up some momentum from 


finishing third last week in 
Saudi Arabia. 

It was particularly refresh¬ 
ing because Mickelson 
had missed the cut in Palm 
Springs and San Diego, the 
first time in his long career 
as a pro he had missed the 
cut in consecutive events 
to start the year. 

"I was really excited about 
how I was playing. And 
then I get on the golf course 
and I start not seeing what 
I want to have happen but 
more what I don't want to 
have happen," Mickelson 
said. "My inability to kind 
of control my thoughts was 
getting the best of me the 
first few weeks. And I was 
able to identify the prob¬ 
lem and then fix it and start 


to control my thoughts a 
little bit better, control my 
visualization, and I hit a lot 
of good shots thereafter." 
For everyone, there will be 
plenty of good visualization 
this week, with a forecast of 
sunshine, although temper¬ 
atures will remain in the 50s. 
Players will take sun over a 
few extra layers for warmth 
rather than a rain suit. 
"When the sun shines, 
there's no better place on 
the golfing planet to be," 
Graeme McDowell said. 
Three of the more intrigu¬ 
ing players in the field all 
have Saudi connections — 
Mickelson, McDowell and 
Dustin Johnson. McDowell 
won the Saudi International 
by two shots over Johnson, 


with Mickelson in third. All 
three flew across 12 time 
zones to take part in a tour¬ 
nament with heritage and 
beauty. 

"The win last week was im¬ 
portant at a lot of levels, 
just to get me back up the 
rankings, get me back in a 
couple of the WGC events 

— which is really important 

— the major champion¬ 
ships, and get me back in 
the right direction again," 
McDowell said. "Ticked a 
lot of boxes and hopefully I 
can use it as a springboard 
to kick on for a big year, big 
season ahead." 

McDowell's victory got him 
back into the top 50 in the 
world for the first time since 
2015. Johnson is a two-time 


winner at Pebble Beach 
who is approaching the 
one-year anniversary of his 
last victory, an alarming 
development given a skill 
set that leads many players 
to believe he's still the best 
in the game. 

Also playing is Jordan Spi- 
eth, who has been in a 
spiral since his British Open 
victory in 2017 to reach 
the third leg of the career 
Grand Slam. Spieth fell out 
of the top 50 for the first 
time since his rookie year in 
2013, and then he missed 
the cut in the Phoenix Open 
last week. 

He has kept a low profile 
this week, although he is 
busy as an AT&T ambassa¬ 
dor and he received "The 
Arnie Award" for his chari¬ 
table work, given to people 
who best emulate Palmer's 
attributes. 

On the course, it's time for 
Spieth to hitch up his pants 
and go. 

As for Mickelson, he is play¬ 
ing his fourth straight week 
— three in California, one 
in Saudi Arabia. And he 
again is looking forward 
while hopeful for better re¬ 
sults. 

"This is a different year and 
I've had a great offseason 
and a lot of good things 
have happened in the last 
three, four months and I'm 
very excited for the year," 
Mickelson said. "I know that 
the first two weeks didn't go 
as planned, but the rest of 
the year is going to be very 
good." 

He hopes to crush it, not the 
other way around.Q 


Supercars champ McLaughlin gets IndyCar seat with Penske 



Acura Team Penske owner Roger Penske gestures to a crew 
member during the Rolex 24 hour auto race at Daytona Inter¬ 
national Speedway, Saturday, Jan. 25, 2020, in Daytona Beach, 
Fla. 

Associated Press 


MOORESVILLE, N.C. (AP) 

— Team Penske will give 
Supercars champion Scott 
McLaughlin a shot at Indy- 
Car with a seat in the road 
course race at Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway in May. 
McLaughlin will also par¬ 
ticipate in next week's pre¬ 
season testing at Circuit of 
the Americas in Texas for 
Team Penske in the No. 
2 Dallara/Chevrolet. The 
two-time and defending 
champion of the Australian 
series last month tested for 
Penske at Sebring with Pen¬ 
ske teammates on hand to 


offer assistance. 

"This is an amazing op¬ 
portunity, to race against 
some of the best open 
wheel drivers in the world 
on one of the most historic 
tracks in motorsports," said 
McLaughlin. "It's a driver's 
dream to get a chance to 
race an Indy car for Team 
Penske." McLaughlin has 
won 35 races and 44 poles 
over the last three seasons 
while helping Penske win 
the team championships in 
2017 and 2019. He won the 
driver's title in each of the 
last two seasons. 


McLaughlin also earned 
his first win in the Bathurst 
1000 race in October, with 
co-driver Alex Premat. 
McLaughlin last season set 
the single-season Supercars 
record with 18 victories, 
along with a series-leading 
15 poles and 22 podium fin¬ 
ishes. "We believe his talent 
and his drive will continue 
to shine behind the wheel 
of an Indy car," said Roger 
Penske. "It will be interesting 
to see how he continues to 
develop as we work up to 
his first race at the India¬ 
napolis Grand Prix.'Q 
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Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, center, shoots as San 
Antonio Spurs guard Derrick White, left, and guard Patty Mills 
defend during the second half of an NBA basketball game Tues¬ 
day, Feb. 4, 2020, in Los Angeles. The Lakers won 129-102. 

Associated Press 


cent performances. 

DeMar DeRozan had 28 
points, nine rebounds and 
seven assists in his home¬ 
town for the Spurs, who 
have lost five of seven. 
NUGGETS 127, TRAIL BLAZ¬ 
ERS 99 

DENVER (AP) — Nikola Jokic 
finished an assist shy of a 
triple-double in just three 
quarters, and Gary Harris 
helped keep hot-shooting 
Damian Lillard in check as 
Denver routed Portland. 
Jokic had 29 points and 13 
rebounds as the Nuggets 
improved to 8-0 against 
Northwest Division rivals this 
season. They held Lillard to 
21 points, ending his string 
of eight straight games with 
at least 30. Lillard was 8 of 
23 from the floor, predomi¬ 
nantly with Harris and Tor- 
rey Craig taking turns shad¬ 
owing him. 

Denver led by 34 in the 
third, and Jokic was given 
the final quarter off. The 
short-handed Nuggets 
were without Paul Millsap 
(bruised left knee). Mason 
Plumlee (right foot) and 
Michael Porter Jr. (right an¬ 
kle). Jamal Murray returned 
to the lineup after missing 
10 games with a sprained 
left ankle. He finished with 
20 points. 

BUCKS 120, PELICANS 108 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo had 
34 points and 17 rebounds 
in Milwaukee's victory over 


LeBron scores 36 with 3-point 
outburst. Lakers rout Spurs 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — LeB¬ 
ron James scored 19 of his 
36 points in the fourth quar¬ 
ter while hitting five 3-point- 
ers in an incredible three- 
minute span, propelling 
the Los Angeles Lakers to 
a 129-102 victory over the 
San Antonio Spurs on Tues¬ 
day night. 

James added nine assists 
and seven rebounds, and 
he hit five of his six 3s in that 
decisive barrage. Anthony 
Davis and Kyle Kuzma had 
18 points apiece as the 
Lakers beat San Antonio for 
the third time this season, 
sweeping the season series. 
Kuzma, the subject of nu¬ 
merous trade rumors with 
the deadline approaching, 
added 12 rebounds in one 
of his most impressive re- 


New Orleans. Khris Middle- 
ton scored 20 for the Bucks, 
who led by 19 in the third 
quarter before holding off 
a Pelicans rally in the fourth. 
Brandon Ingram scored 32 
points and Zion Williamson 
had 20 for the Pelicans, 
who briefly got as close as 
seven twice in the fourth 
period before the Bucks 
stemmed the tide and im¬ 
proved to 20-4 away from 
home this season. 
Williamson was 5-of-19 
shooting and New Orleans 
was minus-11 with its rookie 
sensation on the court. 
ROCKETS 125, HORNETS 110 
HOUSTON (AP) — James 
Harden had 40 points and 
11 assists, and the short- 
handed Houston Rockets 


overcame an early deficit 
to defeat Charlotte. 
Houston won its third 
straight, handing Charlotte 
its fourth consecutive loss 
and 12th in 13 games. 
Harden finished a rebound 
shy of a triple-double after 
also scoring 40 points but 
falling one assist short of a 
triple-double in Houston's 
last game. He's scored at 
least 35 points in his past 
three games after strug¬ 
gling through a shooting 
slump over his previous four. 
The Rockets played without 
starters Clint Capela and 
Russell Westbrook, who sat 
out with injuries. The Hornets 
led early in the fourth quar¬ 
ter before Houston used a 
15-2 run to take control. □ 




DOUBLE YOUR WIN I Redeem only at Blackjack Tables, 


^ Please note: Limit one per person, 

| per day, Must be 18 years or older. 

Coupon is valid for tourist and locals 
I .. and is not redeemable for cash. 

Not valid with any other promotion. 
Management reserves the right to 
change promotion without notice. 

0*tcAlaL ffiza&to- 1 

Located at RJii AhEiNce ei a formally Tbs Wostin Resort. 


Slot 

Play 


Please note: Receive $10 FREE Slot 
Play when you sign up and become a VIP 
Playeris Club Member, Limit one per 
person. Must be 18 years or older.Photo ID 
required upon redemption of this coupon . 
Coupon Is not redeemable for cash. 
Management reserves the right to change 
promotion without notice. 


DOUBLE YOUR WIN I Redeem at Hostess Desk. 


Located at ftlii AntlFia* as formerly Tho Westirt Re-sort 


Extra 

Bonus 


Poker 

Room 

Please note: Buy in 
for $200 or more & receive 
extra $20 bonus, one hour 
minimum pray. 


Valid once per night 


Q*tc/tidL (Saamo* 

Located at RJu Antilles as formorty The Weati n Resort. 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
[2 9 7 >-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.drtftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297}-58325!5 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


Pete Rose asks for reinstatement, cites Astros and steroids 



In this June 17, 2017, file photo, former Cincinnati Reds player 
Pete Rose attends a news conference during his statue dedica¬ 
tion ceremonies before a baseball game between the Reds and 
the Los Angeles Dodgers in Cincinnati. 

Associated Press 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Pete 
Rose again asked Major 
League Baseball to end 
his lifetime ban, saying the 
penalty is unfair compared 
with discipline for steroids 
use and electronic sign 
stealing. 

Rose's lawyers submitted 
the application Wednes¬ 
day to baseball Commis¬ 
sioner Rob Manfred, who 
in December 2015 denied 
the previous request by the 
career hits leader. 

"The time has come to rec¬ 
ognize that Mr. Rose's pen¬ 
alty has become grossly 
disproportionate relative 
to Major League Baseball's 
treatment of severe wrong¬ 
doing by ownership, man¬ 
agement and players," the 
petition said. 

Rose agreed to the lifetime 
ban in August 1989 after 
an investigation for MLB by 
lawyer John Dowd found 
that Rose placed numer¬ 
ous bets on the Cincinnati 


Reds to win from 1985-87 
while playing for and man¬ 
aging the team. 

"There has never been any 
allegation that Mr. Rose's 
misconduct was intended 
to gain a competitive ad¬ 
vantage over other teams," 
stated the petition, which 
was first reported by ESPN. 
"When it comes to subse¬ 
quent violations of Major 
League Baseball rules — 
namely steroid use and 
electronic sign stealing — 


this is clearly not the case. 
They have intentionally and 
dramatically affected the 
results of plays and games, 
including the outcomes of 
two consecutive World Se¬ 
ries. These acts manifestly 
and deliberately violate 
the spirit and letter of the 
rules." 

Rose, who turns 79 in April, 
asked to meet with Man¬ 
fred, who in his 2015 de¬ 
nial wrote that the 17-time 
All-Star had "not presented 


credible evidence of a re¬ 
configured life either by an 
honest acceptance by him 
of his wrongdoing, so clear¬ 
ly established in the Dowd 
Report, or by a rigorous, 
self-aware and sustained 
program of avoidance by 
him of all the circumstanc¬ 
es that led to his perma¬ 
nent ineligibility." 

Rose cited the joint drug 
agreement between MLB 
and the players’ associa¬ 
tion, which calls for 80- 
game suspensions for first 
offenders for performance¬ 
enhancing drugs, 162- 
game bans for second of¬ 
fenders and lifetime bans 
for thirds penalties with a 
chance for reinstatement. 
Manfred reinstated reliever 
Jenrry Mejia, the only play¬ 
er disciplined three times 
for PEDs under the major 
league drug program. 

Rose also referenced Man¬ 
fred's decision on Jan. 13 to 
suspend Houston manager 
AJ Hinch and general man¬ 
ager Jeff Luhnow for one 


season for their role in the 
Astros' use of electronics to 
steal catchers' signs in 2017 
and 2018 but to not disci¬ 
pline players. 

"Proportionality has long 
been the governing norm 
when Major League Base¬ 
ball commissioners have 
assessed discipline," the 
petition said. "That guiding 
principle has not changed, 
but Major League Base¬ 
ball's reactions to poten¬ 
tial threats to the integrity 
of the game have greatly 
evolved since Mr. Rose's 
conduct resulted in a life¬ 
time ban from the game in 
1989, and more particularly 
since his 2015 petition for 
reinstatement." 

Rose also asked baseball's 
Hall of Fame to remove the 
prohibition adopted by the 
Hall's board of directors in 
1991 to prohibit players on 
the permanently ineligible 
list from appearing on the 
Hall ballot of the Base¬ 
ball Writers' Association of 
America. □ 
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Ovechkin near 700 after 27th hat trick; Caps beat Kings 4-2 





Washington Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin celebrates his goal during the third period of the 
team's NHL hockey game against the Los Angeles Kings, Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2020, in Washington. 
The Capitals won 4-2. 


By The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — Alex 
Ovechkin recorded his 27th 
career hat trick and raised 
his career goal total to 698 
during a five-minute stretch 
of the third period, rallying 
the Washington Capitals to 
a 4-2 victory over the Los 
Angeles Kings on Tuesday 
night. 

Ovechkin, who is closing in 
on becoming the eighth 
player in NHL history to 
reach the 700-goal pla¬ 
teau, moved into the NHL 
lead with 40 on the season. 
He singlehandedly over¬ 
turned a 2-1 deficit inside 
the final 6:10 of regulation. 
He has 14 of those 40 goals 
in his last seven games. 
Ovechkin one-timed a 
feed from T.J. Oshie to tie 
the game at 2-all . Seventy 
seconds later, he rebound¬ 
ed his own miss off goal- 
tender Jonathan Quick’s 
pads and put Washington 
in front. 

He added an empty-net- 
ter with 1:46 to play, mov¬ 
ing within 10 goals of Mike 
Gartner for seventh on the 
NHL’s all-time goals list. 
John Carlson added his 
14th goal and 50th and 
51st assists for Washing¬ 
ton, which rebounded af¬ 
ter opening a four-game 
homestand with a loss to 
Pittsburgh. Braden Holtby 
made 29 saves in the win. 
Jeff Carter scored his 15th 
and 16th goals for the Kings. 
BLUE JACKETS 1, PANTHERS 
0 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Zach 
Werenski scored 1:54 into 
overtime and Columbus 
extended its points streak 
to nine games with a win 
over Florida. 

Werenski picked up the 
puck off the right boards, 
circled around to the bot¬ 
tom of the circle and beat 
former teammate Sergei 
Bobrovski, who had made 
45 saves to that point. 

Both teams had some 
good looks, especially late 
in the game, but both goal¬ 
ies were outstanding. 

Elvis Merzlikins had 32 saves 
in picking up his fourth shut¬ 
out of the season. Colum¬ 
bus has won eight of nine 
and hasn’t lost in regulation 
since Jan. 9, a streak of 8-0- 
1 . 

LIGHTNING 4, GOLDEN 


KNIGHTS 2 

TAMPA, Fla. — Steven 
Stamkos tipped in his 24th 
goal of the season in the 
third period and led Tampa 
Bay Lightning over Vegas. 
Andrei Vasilevskiy made 
28 saves and extended 
his streak of consecutive 
games without a regulation 
loss to 16 games, matching 
the franchise record set by 
Nikolai Khabibulin in 2002- 
OS. 

Brayden Point and Anthony 
Cirelli also scored, and Ni¬ 
kita Kucherov had two as¬ 
sists as Tampa Bay won its 
seventh consecutive home 
game. Alex Killorn added 
an empty net goal with 
44.7 seconds remaining. 
Paul Stastny and Willilam 
Carrier scored for Vegas, 
which lost for just the sec¬ 
ond time in regulation in 
six games under new head 
coach Peter DeBoer. Marc- 
Andre Fleury finished with 

13 saves. 

AVALANCHE 6 , SABRES 1 

BUFFALO — Andre Bura¬ 
kovsky had a goal and 
three assists for a career- 
best four points in Colo¬ 
rado's rout of spiraling Buf¬ 
falo. 

Samuel Girard sparked the 
rout with the opening goal 
in a game the Avalanche 
scored six times on their first 

14 shots. 

Valeri Nichushkin had a 
goal and two assists, while 
Nikita Zadorov, Nazem 
Kadri and Mikko Rantanen 
also scored. Burakovsky's 
goal was his 17th to match 
a career high, and he ex¬ 
tended his point streak to 
five games. 

Philipp Grubauer stopped 
23 shots in helping Colo¬ 
rado improve to 4-1-2 in its 
past seven. 

Buffalo’s Sam Reinhart de¬ 
flected in Jake McCabe's 
point shot in the final sec¬ 
ond of the first period. 
BRUINS 4, CANUCKS 0 
BOSTON — Charlie Coyle 
had a goal and an assist, 
Tuukka Rask stopped 25 
shots for his third shutout 
this season and Boston ex¬ 
tended its winning streak to 
four games. 

Brad Marchand, David 
Krejci and Karson Kuhlman 
also scored. Charlie McA- 
voy had two assists as Bos¬ 
ton won for the fifth time in 


six games. 

Jacob Markstrom made 38 
saves for Vancouver. 

The Canucks lost in regula¬ 
tion for the first time since 
Jan. 14, when they were 
shut out at Winnipeg 4-0. 
Vancouver had surged 
since then, winning five 
consecutive before a 4-3 
shootout loss at Carolina on 
Sunday. 

DUCKS 3, SENATORS 2, SO 

OTTAWA, Ontario — Rick¬ 
ard Rakell scored the 
shootout winner and Ana¬ 
heim beat Ottawa. 

Nick Ritchie and Ondrej 
Kase scored in regulation 
for Anaheim, which has 
won four of its last five. 

John Gibson made 30 saves 
as the Ducks improved to 
2-0-0 on their five-game 
road that started with a 3-1 
win in Los Angeles against 
the Kings. 

Drake Batherson and Ar- 
tem Anisimov scored for 
Ottawa. Marcus Hogberg 
stopped 26 shots. 

BLUES 6, HURRICANES 3 
ST. LOUIS — Brayden 
Schenn had two goals and 
an assist, Zach Sanford 
scored twice and St. Louis 


beat Carolina. 

It was Schenn’s first three- 
point game since Feb. 19, 
2019, against Columbus, a 
stretch of 79 games. Jor¬ 
dan Binnington stopped 
25 shots, and Colton Pa- 
rayko and Sammy Blais also 
scored. 

The reigning Stanley Cup 
champion Blues were 1-4-1 
in their previous six games 
but hadn’t played at home 
in nearly three weeks due 
partly to a bye week and 
the All-Star break. 

St. Louis improved to 10-0-1 
in its last 11 games at home. 
The Hurricanes fell to 0-5-0 
over their last five games 
away from home. 
Carolina’s Petr Mrazek 
looked rusty in just his third 
start since Jan. 13, allowing 
six goals on 26 shots. Se¬ 
bastian Aho, Brock McGinn 
and Martin Necas scored 
for the Hurricanes. 

WILD 3, BLACKHAWKS 2, OT 
ST. PAUL, Minn. — Matt 
Dumba scored with 2:39 
remaining in overtime to lift 
Minnesota past Chicago. 
Kevin Fiala scored twice for 
Minnesota and AlexStalock 
made 27 saves. Dumba 


Associated Press 

snapped a 33-game goal¬ 
scoring drought with his 
fourth of the season as the 
Wild won for the second 
time in three games. 

Adam Boqvist and Olli 
Maatta scored in the third 
period for Chicago. Corey 
Crawford made 31 saves 
for the Blackhawks, who 
had won six of their previ¬ 
ous seven games. 
PREDATORS 2, JETS 1, OT 
WINNIPEG, Manitoba — Mi¬ 
kael Granlund scored 1:11 
into overtime, lifting Nash¬ 
ville past Winnipeg. 
Granlund’s blast went high 
past goalie Connor Helle- 
buyck and gave the Pred¬ 
ators their third win in the 
last four games. 

Nick Bonino also scored for 
Nashville, which is 4-2-0 in its 
past six games. 

Juuse Saros made 33 saves 
for the Predators, who were 
beginning a four-game trip. 
Mason Appleton scored for 
the Jets, who have one win 
in their last eight games (1- 
6 - 1 ). 

Hellebuyck stopped 34 
shots for Winnipeg, which 
ended a three-game 
homestand 1-1-1 
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AP sources: Red Sox agree to trade Betts, Price to Dodgers 



In this Aug. 10, 2019, file photo, Boston Red Sox's Mookie Betts hits an RBI-double during the sixth 
inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels in Boston. 

Associated Press 


By JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — Banking on 
Mookie Betts to be the miss¬ 
ing piece in their World Se¬ 
ries pursuit, the Los Angeles 
Dodgers finally pulled off a 
blockbluster deal with the 
cost-cutting Red Sox. 

Boston agreed to trade the 
2018 AL MVP to the Dodg¬ 
ers on Tuesday night, ac¬ 
cording to two people with 
knowledge of the deal, 
packaging Betts with left¬ 
hander David Price in a sal¬ 
ary dump designed to save 
the Red Sox tens of millions 
of dollars and help them 
dip below baseball's luxury 
tax threshold. 

The Dodgers, eager for a 
World Series title after los¬ 
ing in the 2017 and '18 Fall 
Classics, are sending out¬ 
fielder Alex Verdugo back 
to the Red Sox. The deal 
also involves the Minnesota 
Twins, who are getting right¬ 
hander Kenta Maeda from 
the Dodgers and sending 
pitching prospect Brus- 
dar Graterol to Boston. Los 
Angeles will also get cash 
from Boston to offset some 
of the $123 million owed 
to Betts and Price, but the 
exact amount was not yet 
known. 

The people spoke to The 
Associated Press on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
the trade, pending the ex¬ 
change of medical infor¬ 
mation, had not been an¬ 
nounced. 


Betts, who will earn $27 mil¬ 
lion this season, has spurned 
nine-figure offers from the 
Red Sox for a long-term 
deal and expressed eager¬ 
ness to test the free agent 
market. Boston decided to 
move him now — a century 
after selling Babe Ruth to 
the New York Yankees — 
rather than let the four-time 
All-Star walk after the 2020 
season. 

One of baseball's best all- 
around talents, the popular 
Betts should fit nicely into 
a Dodgers lineup that also 
includes reigning NL MVP 
Cody Bellinger. Los Ange¬ 
les has won seven straight 


NL West titles but hasn't 
celebrated a World Series 
championship since 1988. 
They fell in 2018 against Bet¬ 
ts and the Red Sox, a year 
after being defeated by 
the Houston Astros in seven 
games. 

Price is due $96 million over 
the final three years of a 
$217 million, seven-year 
deal he signed before the 
2016 season. The 2012 AL 
Cy Young Award winner 
missed time last year with 
a wrist issue and went 7-5 
with a 4.28 ERA in 22 starts. 
The Dodgers finally pulled 
off the kind of splashy off¬ 
season deal that has elud¬ 


ed them in recent years. 
They lost out on two prima¬ 
ry offseason pursuits when 
pitcher Gerrit Cole signed 
with the New York Yankees 
for $324 million over nine 
years and third baseman 
Anthony Rendon signed 
a $245 million, seven-year 
contract with the rival An¬ 
gels. 

Until now, the Dodgers' top 
addition this winter was re¬ 
liever Blake Treinen. 

Adding Betts' bat to a line¬ 
up that includes Bellinger, 
Justin Turner, Max Muncy 
and Corey Seager makes 
the Dodgers even more 
fearsome. Their offense led 


the National League with 
886 runs and 279 home runs 
last year. 

Verdugo, a left-handed hit¬ 
ter, batted .294 with 44 RBIs 
and 12 home runs in 106 
games before a back injury 
in August ended his season 
early. His outfield defense is 
average, but at 23 he has 
time to improve. 

Betts' departure deepens 
the disappointment in Bos¬ 
ton, where the New Eng¬ 
land Patriots sat out the 
Super Bowl for the first time 
in four years and face the 
prospect of quarterback 
Tom Brady leaving as a 
free agent. The Red Sox 
are now without the best 
player, the top executive 
and the manager who led 
them to a franchise-record 
108 wins and the World Se¬ 
ries championship a year 
ago. 

The deal makes sense only 
in the complicated eco¬ 
nomics of baseball's col¬ 
lective bargaining tax, 
which penalizes a team 
for spending over a preset 
limit — $208 million for 2020. 
What's more, a ballclub 
that surpasses the threshold 
in three straight years pays 
a top rate of 95%; on the 
other hand, if a team goes 
under the limit for a season, 
the penalty for their next vi¬ 
olation resets to the lowest 
rate of 20%. 

This deal is expected to 
get Boston below that 
threshold .□ 


Braves beat Shane Greene 
in salary arbitration 



In this Sept. 11, 2019, file photo, Atlanta Braves' Shane Greene 
throws during a baseball game against the Philadelphia Phil¬ 
lies in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 


PHOENIX (AP) — The Atlan¬ 
ta Braves defeated Shane 
Greene in the first salary 
arbitration case this year, 
and the reliever will be 


paid $6.25 million instead 
of his request for $6.75 mil¬ 
lion. 

Arbitrators Gary Kend- 
ellen, Brian Keller and Al¬ 


len Ponak made the de¬ 
cision Wednesday, a day 
after hearing arguments. 
A 31-year-old right-hand¬ 
er, Greene was a first-time 
All-Star last year, when he 
made $4 million. 

Minnesota Twins right¬ 
hander , eligible for arbitra¬ 
tion for the first time, asked 
for a raise from $620,000 to 
$4.4 million in the second 
hearing of the year. Min¬ 
nesota offered $4,025,000. 
The case was heard 
Wednesday by Frederic 
Horowitz, Andrew Strongin 
and Margaret Brogan. 


Greene had a 2.30 ERA in 
65 relief appearances with 
64 strikeouts and 17 walks 
in 62 2/3 innings for Detroit 
and Atlanta, which ac¬ 
quired him at the July 31 
trade deadline. He had a 
4.01 ERA in 27 games for 
the Braves and allowed a 
tying eighth-inning single 
to Yadier Molina in Game 
4 of the NL Division Series 
against St. Louis, which ral¬ 
lied to win in 10 innings. The 
Cardinals won Game 5, 
then were swept by Wash¬ 
ington in the NL Champi¬ 
onship Series. 


Greene is eligible for free 
agency after this season. 
Berrios, a 25-year-old right¬ 
hander, was 14-8 with a 
3.68 ERA in 32 starts last 
year for the AL Central 
champions, striking out 195 
and walking 51. He started 
the Division Series opener 
against the New York Yan¬ 
kees and did not get a de¬ 
cision, allowing three runs 
— one earned — in four 
innings. 

Sixteen players remain 
scheduled for hearings, 
which run through Feb. 
210 
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Welcome back: Berry returns to Browns as NFL's youngest GM 


University 

Hospitals 



Cleveland Browns general manager Andrew Berry, right, poses for a photo with head coach Kevin 
Stefanski after speaking during a news conference at the NFL football team's training facility, 
Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020, in Berea, Ohio. 

Associated Press 


By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer 
BEREA, Ohio (AP) — As An¬ 
drew Berry waited to be 
welcomed back as Cleve¬ 
land's new general man¬ 
ager, his baby son, Kairo, 
let out a couple of cranky 
cries before settling down 
for a nap. 

Later, his 2-year-old son, 
Zion, asked Berry if he could 
wear a helmet. 

The Browns have turned to 
youth in their front office. 
Maybe this will work. 

At just 32, Berry is believed 
to be the youngest GM 
in NFL history and he's re¬ 
turned to Cleveland after 
one season in Philadelphia 
to encounter some familiar 
problems with the Browns, 
who remain unstable, un¬ 
derachieving despite a tal¬ 
ented roster and without a 
playoff appearance since 
2002 . 

Berry said he returned 
to the team in part for a 
chance to work with new 
coach Kevin Stefanski, who 
was hired last month after 
13 seasons in Minnesota. 
Stefanski's only 37, giving 
Cleveland a fresh, young 
duo of decision-makers the 
Browns hope can grow and 
thrive together for years. 

"I am much older than An¬ 


drew," Stefanski quipped, 
adding he missed his own 
kids after seeing Berry's. 
Berry joked he didn't re¬ 
ceive an upgraded park¬ 
ing space upon his return to 
Cleveland, where he was 
vice president of player 
personnel from 2016-18 un¬ 
der GM Sashi Brown. During 
that span, the Browns went 
1-15, 0-16 and only made 
minimal improvement be¬ 
cause of some poor drafts. 
The team was often ac¬ 
cused of "tanking" to get 
high draft picks and they 
used the No. 1 overall se¬ 
lections in 2017 and 2018 
on star defensive end Myles 
Garrett and quarterback 
Baker Mayfield, respec¬ 
tively. 

Berry isn't hiding from his role 
in not making the Browns 
much better, but he's de¬ 
termined to get things right 
this time around. 

"That stretch is a very pain¬ 
ful period for our fans, for 
the city and for everybody 
internally in the organiza¬ 
tion," he said. "I can assure 
you that all of us that were 
there during that time pe¬ 
riod were equally disap¬ 
pointed with the results dur¬ 
ing that time. Now, the one 
thing I can say is that the 
team and the organization 


is at a much different state 
than it was heading into 
that 2016 season, whether 
it was the foundation of the 
roster or the overall strat¬ 
egy. 

'There is no secret that the 
strategy at the time was to 
accumulate assets, wheth¬ 
er it was cap space, picks 
and players, that would 
lead to a foundation of 
long-term success, but I 
can assure you that win¬ 


ning is at the forefront of 
everyone's minds in the or¬ 
ganization." 

Berry is just the second cur¬ 
rent African-American GM 
in the NFL, joining Miami's 
Chris Grier. Fle's proud to 
follow in the footsteps of 
black executives like Ozzie 
Newsome. Berry's sensitive 
to the league’s poor track 
record with minority hiring, 
and remains hopeful others 
will get the same opportu¬ 


nity he's been given by the 
Browns. 

"Part of this is exposure," 
said Berry, who was joined 
at the news conference by 
his wife, Brittan, his parents 
and brother. "There are 
tons of talented executives 
across the NFL that fit differ¬ 
ent demographic profiles, 
whether it is age or race 
or quite honestly even for 
gender at this point in time. 
□ 



U.S. Anti-Doping Agency Chief Executive Officer Travis Tygart, 
right, sitting with U.S. Center for SafeSport Chief Executive Officer 
U'Riese Colon, left, and National Athletic Trainers' Association 
President Tory Lindley, center, listen during a Senate Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation Committee hearing on Capitol Hill 
in Washington, Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Continued from page 17 

The bill would allow U.S. 
prosecutors to go after 
doping schemes at inter¬ 
national events in which 
Americans are involved 
as athletes, sponsors or 
broadcasters. WADA has 
concerns about the "ex¬ 
traterritorial" jurisdiction the 
bill proposes. Many U.S. 
corruption laws, including 
those used to prosecute 
FIFA executives in the soc¬ 
cer-bidding scandal, also 
allow charges for crimes 
committed overseas. 
"Currently, there are ele¬ 
ments of the Act that could 
backfire and be counter¬ 
productive for the protec¬ 
tion of clean sport around 
the world," WADA director 
general Olivier Niggli said 
Tuesday. 

Asked after the hearing 
whether he felt greater ur¬ 
gency to pass the bill be¬ 
fore the Olympics, which 
begin in July, Sen. Roger 
Wicker, a Mississippi Re¬ 


publican and the commit¬ 
tee chairman, said, "I think 

^ ^ II 

so. 

Tygart said the bill is consis¬ 
tent with WADA's anti-dop¬ 
ing regulations and that 
WADA's opposition shows 
the organization's conflicts 
of interest. 

"It's clear that the (Inter¬ 
national Olympic Com¬ 
mittee) runs WADA and 
they've turned into a 
shameless political orga¬ 
nization, using misinforma¬ 
tion and scare tactics," 
Tygart said. "The IOC is 
scared because of the lev¬ 
el of corruption that's been 
exposed." 

Tygart and USADA, along 
with anti-doping agen¬ 
cies from dozens of other 
countries, have argued for 
a fully independent WADA 
that does not include offi¬ 
cials who benefit financial¬ 
ly from the sports they are 
supposed to be policing. 
Tygart also criticized 
WADA for its actions in the 


long-running Russia case. 
Russian athletes were al¬ 
lowed to compete at the 
2018 Pyeongchang Olym¬ 
pics under a neutral flag, 
and WADA has issued the 
same sanction on Russia 
for Tokyo — disappoint¬ 
ing some anti-doping ad¬ 


vocates who called for a 
blanket ban on all Russian 
competitors. 

Russia has appealed the 
new sanctions to the Court 
of Arbitration for Sport. The 
U.S. government provides 
about $2.5 million annu¬ 
ally to WADA, and Tygart 


said drug-free athletes are 
owed an explanation on 
why the Russia case has 
taken years to resolve and 
why WADA is using taxpay¬ 
er money to lobby against 
reforms. 

"I would urge you to have 
another hearing and bring 
in the president of the IOC, 
bring in the president of 
WADA and ask the tough 
questions about why this is 
taking so long," Tygart said. 
WADA said in a statement 
that Tygart's claims about 
its failure to respond quick¬ 
ly to the Russian doping 
scandal were "simply un¬ 
true," and the agency not¬ 
ed it had not been invited 
to participate in Wednes¬ 
day's hearing. 

"Since WADA’s first inves¬ 
tigation into the matter, 
and at every point since, 
the agency moved de¬ 
cisively to bring the guilty 
parties to justice in accor¬ 
dance with due process," 
the statement said. □ 
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In fight to survive, U.S. dairy farmers look for any tech edge 



In this Dec. 4, 2019, photo cows are milked on a large carousel at the Rosendale Dairy in Pickett, 
Wis. 

Associated Press 


By IVAN MORENO 
PICKETT, Wis. (AP) — At 

Rosendale Dairy, each of 
the 9,000 cows has a mi¬ 
crochip implanted in an 
ear that workers can scan 
with smartphones for up- 
to-the-minute information 
on how the animal is doing 
— everything from their nu¬ 
trition to their health history 
to their productivity. Feed 
is calibrated to deliver a 
precise diet and machines 
handle the milking. In the 
fields, drones gather data 
that helps bump up yields 
for the row crops grown to 
feed the animals. 
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Technology has played an 
important role in agriculture 
for years but it's become a 
life and death matter at 
dairy farms these days, as 
low milk prices have ratch¬ 
eted up pressure on farm¬ 
ers to seek every possible 
efficiency to avoid joining 
the thousands of opera¬ 
tions that have failed. 

"If I use 100 bags of seed 
on a field and I change the 
way I distribute the seed, I 
can yield more without a 
single extra dollar of input," 
said Matt Wichman, Rosen- 
dale's director of agrono¬ 
my. Such tools "are becom¬ 
ing so economically viable 
that anybody that's of a 
decent scale is adopting 
these," Wichman said. 
Technology can mean 
survival, but it involves a 
perilous gamble: Will the 
machines produce savings 
fast enough to cover the 
debt they incur? 

"The last five years have 
really been treacherous," 
said Randy Hallett, who has 
85 cows in Casco, Wiscon¬ 
sin, and has spent $33,000 
on new milking equipment. 
He would invest more if his 
operation could afford it. "I 
broke even, mostly." 

The dairy industry is caught 
in a vise between con¬ 
sumer trends and compe¬ 
tition. Americans are buy¬ 
ing less milk as changing 
tastes steer them to milk 
substitutes from soy and al¬ 
monds, or to entirely differ¬ 


ent drinks like flavored wa¬ 
ter. Two big milk processors, 
Dean Foods and Borden 
Dairy Co., filed for bank¬ 
ruptcy protection in the 
past three months, undone 
by declining demand and 
also pressured by big com¬ 
petitors like Walmart, which 
opened its own milk pro¬ 
cessing plant in 2018. 

And then there are milk 
prices. 


After hitting a historic high 
in 2014 of more than $26 
per 100 pounds on the 
strength of massive buying 
from China, the bottom fell 
out. When China stopped 
its milk-buying spree, there 
was already oversupply 
from both American and 
European Union produc¬ 
ers, said Mark Stephenson, 
director of dairy policy 


analysis at the University of 
Wisconsin. 

Prices fell to $17.30 by the 
following year, and for 
producers, it's been mostly 
misery ever since. Nation¬ 
wide, the number of dairy 
farms dropped from 40,199 
in 2017 to 37,468 in 2018. 
In Wisconsin, a state that 
takes pride in its image 
as "America's Dairyland," 
the toll has been particu¬ 


lar severe. Though Califor¬ 
nia produces more milk, 
Wisconsin has more dairy 
farms than any other state. 
And more than 1,600 of 
those have gone under in 
the past three years. 

But there are reasons to 
believe the worst might 
be over, said Jim Ostrom, 
a partner at Milk Source, 
the company that owns 


Rosendale. In November, 
milk prices in Wisconsin rose 
to $22.40. Nationwide, they 
reached $21, finally above 
the $18 price point that Ste¬ 
phenson cited as a general 
benchmark for producers 
turning a profit. 

With dairy prices outside 
farmers' control, they have 
to focus on controlling 
costs. That's where tech¬ 
nology comes in. A rotary 
milking parlor can handle 
10 cows a minute and can 
sense when an udder is 
empty so cows aren't over¬ 
milked, which can harm 
their health. But a robotic 
milking system can run 
more than $200,000. 

"It can be very difficult for 
a smaller farm to afford this 
technology because you 
need, you know, a larger 
operation to spread those 
expenses across," said Liz 
Binversie, an agriculture 
educator in Brown County 
for the University of Wiscon¬ 
sin extension office. She 
said she knows of one farm 
that went out of business 
because it couldn't find 
enough workers and could 
not afford a robotic milking 
system. 

Wisconsin leads the na¬ 
tion in farm bankruptcies 
with 45 Chapter 12 filings 
from July 2018 through 
June 2019, according to 
the American Farm Bureau 
Federation. Minnesota was 
not far behind with 31 dur¬ 
ing that time. 

Because of debt, the cost 
of producing milk varies 
among farms. While some 
farmers can break even at 
a price of $18 per hundred 
pounds, others need $21 
because of their debt load. 
Sometimes the way to sur¬ 
vive is to join forces with 
neighbors. 

Hallett shares some ad¬ 
vanced machinery with 
a neighboring farmer, like 
a combine and planting 
equipment. And, fortunate¬ 
ly, some technology isn't 
expensive. Hallett's cows 
carry the same microchips 
as Rosendale uses, so he 
can know from the comfort 
of his office the milk weight 
for each cow and whether 
a particular cow had less 
milk that day. The chips 
cost about 12 cents per 
month per cow.Q 



In this Dec. 4, 2019, photo herd specialist Chema Ortiz looks at 
stats of a cow on his phone app at Rosendale Dairy in Pickett, 
Wis. 

Associated Press 
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What for W-4? Why you should care about the new tax form 


By SARAH SKIDMORE SELL 
AP Personal Finance Writer 

If you are starting a new job 
this year, or just want to up¬ 
date your tax information 
with your employer, some 
of the paperwork is going 
to look different. A lot dif¬ 
ferent. 

The IRS has introduced a 
new Form W-4 that must 
be used by all employers 
in 2020 to better accom¬ 
modate recent changes to 
the tax law. 

The overhaul of the form is 
the biggest in decades and 
makes a once quick exer¬ 
cise a bit more involved. 
In return, according to the 
IRS, it will yield more accu¬ 
rate results. That is particu¬ 
larly important as the new 
tax law led to surprises for 
some folks last year, due in 
part to improper withhold¬ 
ings. 

So the new form is worth 
a look, regardless of how 
long you have been on 
the job. The more accurate 
your W-4, the more accu¬ 
rate your withholdings are. 
Withhold too little and you'll 
owe money at tax time 
and possibly face a penal¬ 
ty. Withhold too much and 
you may be due a refund 
— which means you missed 
out on that money all year. 
Ideally you should break 
even. 

Here's what you should 
know: 

WHAT'S DIFFERENT 

Say goodbye to allowanc¬ 
es, the backbone of the 
old W-4. 

Employees used to answer 
a series of questions to ar¬ 
rive at a number of "allow¬ 
ances." The allowances 
were based on personal ex¬ 
emptions — essentially how 
much income was exempt 
from tax based on how 
many people were depen¬ 
dent on the employee. But 
the new tax law did away 
with personal exemptions, 
so the IRS had to change its 
approach. 

The form now collects in¬ 
formation about all the 
income in an employee's 
household, as well as de¬ 
pendents, to calculate 
how much to withhold. 

THE DETAILS 

The form is five steps long. 
Steps 1 and 5 are manda¬ 
tory — fill out your personal 





This Wednesday, Feb. 5,2020 photo shows the W-4 form in New York. The IRS has introduced a new 
Form W-4 that must be used by all employers in 2020 to better accommodate recent changes to 
the tax law. 


Ideally, people update 
their tax withholding in¬ 
formation after major life 
events, such as marriage, 
divorce or the birth of a 
child. Additionally, anyone 
who was unhappy with 
their results at tax filing time 
last year should consider 
updating their paperwork. 
A number of people were 
surprised to see a smaller 
refund, no refund, or to dis¬ 
cover they owed money to 
the IRS at tax time. In part, 
this was because of inac¬ 
curate withholdings. After 
the law was passed, the 
IRS updated its withholding 
tables and urged taxpay¬ 
ers to update their W-4s as 
needed, but few did. 
Employees who are happy 
with the amount of taxes 
withheld from their pay- 
check do not have to do 
anything. 

WHERETO GET HELP 


information and sign the 
form. For some people, that 
will be it. The other steps 
are optional but can help 
a taxpayer get more accu¬ 
rate results, says Alice Ja- 
cobsohn, senior manager 
of government relations for 
the American Payroll Asso¬ 
ciation 

Step 2 asks employees to 
provide information about 
all the income in their 
household if there are mul¬ 
tiple jobs. This applies if the 
employee has more than 
one job or if both spouses 
work and file taxes jointly. 
Employees can use an on¬ 
line calculator or worksheet 
to arrive at the correct 
amount, or they can simply 
check a box if the pay at 
both jobs is roughly equal. 
Payroll company ADP 
warns of a potential mis¬ 
step here: if you have two 
jobs or are in a two-earner 
household and check this 
box — do so on the W-4s 
for both jobs. But only com¬ 
plete steps 3 and 4 on one 
W-4 to ensure the proper 
amount is withheld. 

If an employee does not 


want to disclose that they 
have a second job or share 
their spouse's income in¬ 
formation, there are work¬ 
arounds. The easiest is to 
use the IRS Tax Withhold¬ 
ing Estimator at www.irs. 
gov/W4app to determine 
how much your household 
needs to withhold and en¬ 
ter that total lower on the 
form. 

Step 3 is for claiming any 
dependents, which are 
generally consider those 
who are under age 17 and 
living with you more than 
half the year. You'll need 
to complete an additional 
worksheet if you have oth¬ 
er types of dependents to 
claim. 

And Step 4 is where you 
can make any adjustments 
for other income, deduc¬ 
tions or optional withhold¬ 
ings. This includes reporting 
other forms of income such 
as dividends or withdrawals 
from retirement accounts. 
There is also an option to 
enter a set amount of ad¬ 
ditional money to be with¬ 
held, including those who 
simply want to ensure they 
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have a large refund. 

"While the updated form 
may initially elicit some con¬ 
fusion for employees, these 
important changes will ulti¬ 
mately simplify the ability to 
set and adjust withholdings 
to achieve desired results," 
said Pete Isberg, vice presi¬ 
dent for government affairs 
at ADP. ~ 

WHO NEEDS IT 

Not everyone needs to fill 

out the new form. 

In general, only new hires 
are asked to fill out a W-4. 
But anyone who wants to 
update their information 
with their employer will 
need to use it and experts 
say many of us should. 


If you are confused, check 
out the IRS website. It has 
a useful Q&A on the new 
form. The IRS Withhold¬ 
ing Estimator is particularly 
helpful, walking employ¬ 
ees through the process 
— something new and ex¬ 
isting workers should con¬ 
sider. 

Your human resources or 
payroll department can di¬ 
rect you toward helpful in¬ 
formation but cannot pro¬ 
vide advice. If you need 
additional help, consult a 
tax professional. 

"Perhaps initially it is going 
to be difficult for people 
because it is a change," 
said Jacobsohn. "But I sus¬ 
pect over time it will make 
it easier for people.'Q 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Aruba Divi Phoenix 

3 BR Penhouse 671 
2 story 2 balcony 
Weeks 3 and 4 
34 Weeks remaining 
starting 2021 
$55k each week 
Claudio 561-247-6896 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Divi Village Golf 

Bldg. E 1 BR 2 Bath, 2 patios 
deck, hot tab. grill. Floating 
week (wk 51-wk15) 19 weeks 
remaining $9000 
janellemickelson@gmail.com 


Classifieds 


PARADISE BEACH VILLA 
2 BR Week 5 RM 102 

garden view contact RM 102 
wk 2 thru 5 $12.5k 
Phone USA 1-508 883 9170 
E-mail: linrog75@verizon.net 

_212297 


EAGLE ARUBA RESORT 

1 bedroom wk 3 
$6000 

For info call Eagle Aruba 
at 587 900 room 4564 
or (+1)978-256-5580 


212413 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 1/Unit 1408 (15k); 

Week 2/1113 ($16k); 

Weeks 5&6/1315 ($18k/Wk.); 
5&6/1521 ($20k/Wk.); 

Week 7/1308; 7&8/1408 
($18k/Wk.); 

Week 8/1113; 8/1409 
($17k/Wk.); 

Weeks 9-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 

_212287 


ARUBA 

JUml 

.:^5frv 

slfcna 

HELP US I 
KEEP . 
i ARUBA \ 
CLEAN 




is 

DUSHI 


Sister Linda 

helps in all walks of life, 
specializing in love & life. 
Removes badluck and evil eye, 
reunite love & stop third party 
interference. Call today. 001- 
713-349-9117 
Free Questions!! 

_212410 


Aruba Beach Resort wk 5+6 

3 Br sleeps 8 1st floor south 
tower deeded full amenities + 
washer,dryer 2 full bath 35k 
commodoremtrs@icloud.com 


EAGLE ARUBA RESORT 

week 1,2,3,4+5,6 

1 BR 1st floor $6500 
Paradise Beach 

week 50 Studio $4000 each 

2 BRwk 51-52 $15000 each 
Home 1518 537 6406 

Cel. 1518 965 7878 

After February 15, 2020 

desankabubnjevic3@gmail.com 


TiDAY 


BSNDiA 


How to r.each us! 



Halley Time Travel 


For Rent 

Divi Links Golf 

Marriott Ocean Club 

1 BR Wk 6 $8K Birdie 1 

Price : $2800 each 

19 weeks remain 

1 BR Ocean View Platinum 

Studio wk 7/8 

Date : 03/22 to 03/29/2020 

Birdie 5 $7,5 K each 

Date : 03/20 to 03/27/2020 

Date : 02/21 to 02/27/2020 

27/29 weeks remain 

Date : 01/17 to 02/22/2021 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK 8/9 

Marriott Surf Club 

Eagle 9 $9,5K each 

2 BR Ocean Side Platinum 

Date : 03/6 to 03/13/2020 

with 27/19 weeks remain 

$4 K 

Divi Links Golf 

Divi Links Golf $1,5 K 

1 BRWK #11 

Carnival week sleep 4 

Birdie 3 $9 K 

Date :02/15 to 02/22/ 2020 

26 weeks remain 

1 BRwk 12/13 

Marriott Ocean Club 

ground Floor 

Platinum 

With 33/34 weeks remain 

1 BR Ocean View $10 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $20 K 

Birdie 10 $9,5 K each 

2 BR Ocean View $17 K 

Divi Village 

2 BR Ocean View $26 K 

Studio wk 6 $ 7,5 K 

Building F 

Marriott Surf Club 

21 weeks remain 

Platinum 

2 sd Floor 18 weeks remain 

2 BR Ocean View $ 17 K 

Dutch Village 

2 BR Ocean Side $ 18 K 

1 BR WK 7/8 $9 K each 

2 BR Ocean Front $26 K 

15 weeks remain each 

3 BR Ocean View $26 K 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

2 BR WK 7 $18 K 

25 weeks remain 

1 BRWK 8 

Dutch Village 

Building 6 on the 4th floor 

1 BRWK 9 

27 weeks remain $15 K 

16 weeks remain 

1 BRWK 11 

1 BRWK 8 $8 K 

building 7 on the 3rd floor 

12 weeks remain 

33 weeks remain $15 K 

1 BR WK 7/8 $7 K 

12/24 weeks remain 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 


1 BR Week # 8/9 

Eagle Resorts 

Penthouse 14th floor 

1 BRWK 5,6,7,8 

with 32/22 weeks remain 

Ground Floor $6,5 K each 

$20 K both weeks 

1 BR wk 7/8/9 $6,5 K each 

Caribbean Palm Village 

Divi Village $ 7 K 

1 BR wk 3/4 $6 K 

1 BRWK# 14 

2 BR WK 5/6 $ 7 K each 

ground floor building C 

Le Vent Condo 

16 weeks remain 

3 BR , 2 Bath $650 K 

Renaissance Suites 


1 BR WK # 9 $ 9 K 

Renaissance Suites 

4th floor harbor view 

1 BRWK# 10/11 

Divi Village 

Garden View 5 th floor 

2 BR Wk 13 $13K 

$6,5 K each 

3 rd floor building 

1 BRWK7$9K 

27 weeks remain 

rd floor garden view 


Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.buyarubatimeshares.com 
www.bestbuyrealtyaruba.com 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Oranjestad: 

Sta. Anna Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


f 


HEALTH 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



February 6 

Adventure of the Seas 
Norwegian Dawn 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI-Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Changing counts reveal inexact science of calorie labels 



In this June 22,2019 file photo, a shopkeeper weighs California almonds for a customer at a shop 
in New Delhi, India. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Almonds 
used to have about 170 
calories per serving. Then 
researchers said it was real¬ 
ly more like 130. A little lat¬ 
er, they said the nuts may 
have even less. 

Calorie counting can be a 
simple way to help main¬ 
tain a healthy weight — 
don't eat and drink more 
than you burn. And the 
calorie labels on food 
packaging seem like an im¬ 
mutable guide to help you 
track what you eat. 

But the shifting numbers for 
almonds show how the fig¬ 
ures printed on nutrition la¬ 
bels may not be as precise 
as they seem. 

Last month, Kind said it 
was lowering the calorie 
counts for its snack bars, 
even though the ingredi¬ 
ents weren't changing. The 
company cited studies that 
indicate nuts have fewer 
digestible calories than 
previously believed. 
Conducted by govern¬ 
ment researchers with 
funding from nut produc¬ 
ers, the studies show the 
inexact method of deter¬ 
mining calorie counts es¬ 
tablished more than a cen¬ 
tury ago. The widely used 
system says a gram of car¬ 
bohydrates and a gram of 


protein each have 4 calo¬ 
ries, while a gram of fat has 
around 9. Companies can 
also subtract some calories 
based on past estimates 
of how much of different 
foods are not digested. 

But based on anecdotal 
comments, researchers 
suspected more of the 
nutrients in nuts may be 
expelled in the bathroom 
than previously estimated. 
"If they're not digested, 
then maybe the calorie 
content is not correct," said 


David Baer, a co-author of 
the nut studies at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
which funded the research 
along with nut producers 
like the Almond Board of 
California. 

To test the hunch, Baer 
and colleagues gave 18 
people meals with and 
without raw almonds and 
instructed them to return 
daily with their urine and 
stool packed in dry ice. The 
contents were analyzed 
to calculate that a serving 


of almonds has about 130 
digestible calories, rather 
than the widely used figure 
of 170. 

A few years later, in 2016, 
another study by Baer and 
colleagues also looked at 
the effects of food process¬ 
ing. They found cooking 
and grinding helped break 
down cell walls in almonds, 
freeing more calories for di¬ 
gestion. Roasted almonds 
had slightly more digestible 
calories than raw almonds. 
When the nuts were ground 


up into almond butter, 
nearly all the calories were 
digested. 

Notably, the second study 
also found raw almonds 
had even fewer digestible 
calories than suggested 
by the first study. Baer at¬ 
tributed the discrepancy to 
variations in how people di¬ 
gest foods and natural dif¬ 
ferences in almonds them¬ 
selves. 

"It's unlikely you're going to 
get the exact same num¬ 
ber every time you repeat 
the experiment," he said. 
The almond studies are 
among several Baer has 
co-authored on the digest¬ 
ibility of nuts. Another last 
year was funded by the 
Global Cashew Council 
and found cashews had 
fewer calories than esti¬ 
mated. 

Despite his findings, Baer 
said he thinks the calorie 
counts used for most other 
foods are fairly accurate. 
And even though the U.S. 
Food and Drug Admin¬ 
istration lets companies 
use different methods to 
determine calorie counts, 
the agency says products 
aren't supposed to have 
more than 20% more calo¬ 
ries than what's stated on 
labels.Q 



In this April 2016 photo provided by the United States Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture, detector canine "Bello" works in a citrus or¬ 
chard in Texas, searching for citrus greening disease, a bacteria 
that is spread by a tiny insect that feeds on citrus trees. 

Associated Press 
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Dog sleuths sniff out crop 
disease hitting citrus trees 


By CHRISTINA LARSON 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Dog 

detectives might be able 
to help save ailing citrus 
groves, research published 
Monday suggests. 

Scientists trained dogs to 
sniff out a crop disease 
called citrus greening that 
has hit orange, lemon and 
grapefruit orchards in Flor¬ 
ida, California and Texas. 
The dogs can detect it 
weeks to years before it 
shows up on tree leaves 
and roots, the researchers 
report. 

"This technology is thou¬ 
sands of years old - the 
dog's nose," said Timothy 
Gottwald, a researcher 
with the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and a co¬ 
author of the study. "We've 


just trained dogs to hunt 
new prey: the bacteria that 
causes a very damaging 
crop disease." 

Dog sleuths are also faster, 
cheaper and more accu¬ 
rate than people collect¬ 
ing hundreds of leaves for 
lab analysis, according to 
the study in the Proceed¬ 
ings of National Academies 
of Sciences. Citrus green¬ 
ing — also called huan- 
glongbing — is caused by 
a bacteria that is spread 
by a tiny insect that feeds 
on the leaves and stems of 
citrus trees. Once a tree is 
infected, there's no cure. 
The disease has also hurt 
citrus crops in Central and 
South America and Asia. 

In one experiment in a 
Texas grapefruit orchard. 


trained dogs were accu¬ 
rate 95% of the time in dis¬ 
tinguishing between newly 
infected trees and healthy 
ones. 

'The earlier you detect a 
disease, the better chance 
you have at stopping an 
epidemic" by culling in¬ 
fected trees, explained 
Gottwald. 

Matteo Garbelotto, who 
studies plants at the Uni¬ 
versity of California, Berke¬ 
ley, says the new research 
elevates the study of dog 
sleuths in orchards from 
anecdotal to field-tested, 
showing that dogs can de¬ 
tect an infection well be¬ 
fore current methods. Gar¬ 
belotto has been involved 
in similar research but had 
no role in new study. Q 
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Jane Austen, actress create PBS costume drama diversity 



This image released by PBS shows Crystal Clarke as Miss Lambe from the series MASTERPIECE: 
Sandition," airing Sundays on PBS. 

Associated Press 


By LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Crys¬ 
tal Clarke could imagine 
herself playing the heroine 
of a period costume dra¬ 
ma, a genre that regularly 
makes its way to TV and 
film screens with potential 
breakout roles for young 
actresses. But the African 
American tempered her 
expectations. 

"I had hope for myself and 
I knew what I could do. But 
the sad part comes in: ’Oh, 
other people around me 
would never see me that 
way,"' said the New Jersey- 
born Clarke, a graduate 
of the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland whose credits 
include "Black Mirror" and 
two "Star Wars" films. 

Then Jane Austen came to 
the rescue. When the nov¬ 
elist died in the summer of 
1817, she left behind an 
unfinished draft that served 
as source material for PBS' 
"Masterpiece" drama se¬ 
ries "Sanditon" and offered 
Clarke an unexpected op¬ 
portunity: Miss Lambe, the 
sole character of color in 
Austen's works. 

When the script first came 
to her, Clarke, 26, ap¬ 
proached it with under¬ 
standable reservation. 
What would such a woman 
be if not in the background 
and servile? 

"It's just going to be anoth¬ 


er (expletive) maid," she 
recalled thinking. "When 
I was reading it, I was like, 
"Wait a minute, there's ac¬ 
tually a lot to it.' I was re¬ 
ally surprised at what kind 
of character this was they 
were trying to create." 
Lambe is a historically cred¬ 
ible figure, not modern wish 
fulfillment for diversity, ac¬ 
cording to an expert on 
Austen and her times. 
"Race relations were a real 
thing and very complex in 
18th-century Britain," said 
Devoney Looser, author of 
"The Making of Jane Aus¬ 
ten" and an Arizona State 
University professor. There 
were an estimated 10,000 
people of African or Afro- 
Caribbean descent in Lon¬ 
don as the 19th century ap¬ 
proached, she said, about 
1% of the city's population 
of around 1 million. 

Austen, who famously re¬ 
ferred in letters to "the little 
bit (2 inches wide) of ivo¬ 
ry" as her artistic canvas 
and "four or five families in 
a county village" its con¬ 
tained focus, should not 
be viewed as uninformed 
or indifferent to the outside 
world, Looser said. 

"This idea that she wasn't 
paying attention to history 
or politics is false. I think 
she was very keyed into 
history and politics," she 
said, which in Austen's time 
would have required an 


understanding of the anti¬ 
slavery movement. Two 
Austen works, "Mansfield 
Park" and "Emma," mention 
slavery, with one character 
defending another as "al¬ 
ways rather a friend to the 
abolition." 

Wherever Austen intended 
to take her incomplete 
novel, the task of develop¬ 
ing it for "Sanditon" fell to 
screenwriter Andrew Da¬ 
vies, whose Austen adap¬ 
tations include 1995's "Pride 
and Prejudice" miniseries. 
The characters he inherited 
this time around included 
the the briefly sketched 


Lambe, a young, biracial 
heiress from the West Indies 
— the center of the British 
slave trade that was part of 
her heritage. 

"There were only two words 
used by Jane Austen to de¬ 
scribe Miss Lambe, 'chilly' 
and 'tender.' And I I took 
'chilly' very literally to mean 
that she found the climate 
very unpleasant," Davies 
said. "'Tender' is ambiguous. 
I took it to mean vulnera¬ 
ble, quick to see slights and 
prejudice in others, which 
she does find, of course." 
She became a more spir¬ 
ited character in Davies’ 


hands. Georgiana Lambe 
and the drama's central 
female character, Char¬ 
lotte (Rose Williams), meet 
and bond as visitors to the 
seaside village of Sanditon. 
Charlotte's love interest, 
Sidney (Theo James) is the 
orphaned Lambe's guard¬ 
ian on the series airing 
through Feb. 23 and avail¬ 
able online at pbs.org. 

"It would seem quite natural 
that Charlotte would be¬ 
friend her, because Char¬ 
lotte is a very open-minded 
sort of character and quick 
to see injustice and call it 
out," Davies said. □ 


Radio host Limbaugh awarded 
Presidential Medal of Freedom 



Rush Limbaugh reacts as first Lady Melania Trump, and his wife 
Kathryn, applaud, as President Donald Trump delivers his State 
of the Union address to a joint session of Congress on Capitol Hill 
in Washington, Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By MATTHEW DALY 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
servative talk radio host 
Rush Limbaugh was award¬ 
ed the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, the nation's 
highest civilian honor, dur¬ 
ing the State of the Union 
address Tuesday night. 
Limbaugh, 69, a staunch 
supporter of President Don¬ 
ald Trump, announced 
Monday he is battling ad¬ 
vanced lung cancer. 

Trump said the diagnosis 
was not good news, but 
added, "What is good news 
is that he is the greatest 
fighter and winner that you 
will ever meet." 

A bearded Limbaugh, seat¬ 


ed next to first lady Melania 
Trump, looked stunned as 
the president announced 
the award. Fie eventually 
stood and saluted Trump 
and offered a thumbs-up 
to Republicans in the Plouse 
chamber. 

Melania Trump presented 
the award to Limbaugh, 
placing the blue-ribboned 
gold medal around his 
neck. 

Trump thanked Limbaugh 
for "decades of tireless de¬ 
votion to our country" and 
said the award recognized 
the millions of people a day 
Limbaugh speaks to and in¬ 
spires, as well as his charity 
work. 


Limbaugh said Monday he 
intends to work as much as 
possible. Fie also said he 
had focused more "intense¬ 
ly" in the past two weeks on 
what he called his "deeply 
personal relationship" with 
God. 

Limbaugh is widely cred¬ 
ited as key to Republicans' 
takeover of Congress in 
1994 and has strongly sup¬ 
ported Trump and other 
Republicans. 

Limbaugh has frequently 
been accused of hate-filled 
speech, including bigotry 
and blatant racism through 
his comments and sketches 
such as "Barack the Magic 
Negro," a song featured on 


his show that said former 
President Barack Obama 
"makes guilty whites feel 
good" and called Obama 
"black, but not authenti¬ 
cally." 


FHis popularity has survived 
brickbats and thrived de¬ 
spite personal woes. In 2003, 
Limbaugh admitted an ad¬ 
diction to painkillers and 
entered rehabilitation. □ 
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This image released by National Geographic shows Dr. Amani, 
center, in the operating room in Syria in a scene from the Oscar 
nominated documentary "The Cave." 

Associated Press 
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At the Oscars, 'The Cave' 
aims to provide hope to Syria 


By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Home is 
a complicated notion for 
Feras Fayyad, the director 
of the Oscar-nominated 
Syrian documentary "The 
Cave." His family home in 
Syria is believed to have 
been taken just weeks 
ago as President's Bashar 
al-Assad's Russian-backed 
forces seized the area. His 
family is living in temporary 
housing near the Turkish 
border. For several years, 
Fayyad has been living in 
exile in Copenhagen. 

After a lengthy struggle 
to obtain a visa to attend 
Sunday's Academy Awards 
that included an outpour¬ 
ing of support from the 
film community, Fayyad 
finally arrived last week in 
Los Angeles. Being among 
filmmakers and friends he 
has made through his two 
Oscar-nominated films, 
Fayyad said, has been a 
relief. Even a little like being 
home. 

"There's nothing harder than 
losing your home, noth¬ 
ing harder than losing ev¬ 
erything around you," said 
Fayyad in an interview by 
phone. "But there is some¬ 
thing that gives me hope 
that I can speak about this 
and bring more attention 
to this situation and remind 
the Syrian people: We are 
still human, we still have a 
dream, we still believe in 
justice. 

For this little moment, I 
would love for 'The Cave' 
to bring hope to my coun¬ 
try and my people." 

"The Cave," Fayyad's fol¬ 
low-up to this Oscar-nom¬ 
inated "The Last Men in 
Aleppo" (which made him 
the first Syrian filmmaker 
nominated for an Oscar) is 
one of the five films nomi¬ 
nated for best documenta¬ 
ry at this Sunday's Acade¬ 
my Awards. Shot between 
2012 and 2018, it depicts 
a subterranean medical 
facility in Eastern Ghouta 
during constant bombing 
by Syrian government forc¬ 
es and their Russian allies. 
The hospital lacks much of 
what it needs, including 
anesthetics and food, and 


the incoming flow of injured 
and dead — many of them 
children — is ceaseless. A 
smell of chlorine fills the air 
after a chemical attack. 
The hospital was adminis¬ 
tered by Dr. Amani Ballour, 
a young woman trained as 
pediatrician, who stayed 
behind to save as many 
lives as she could. "They 
took the light," she intones 
in the film. "We are living in 
darkness." Ballour was the 
only woman leading a hos¬ 
pital in Syria: even as she's 
tending to wounded, she's 
also combating deeply in¬ 
grained misogyny. 

"When I was young, no one 
tried to tell me that I had 
rights, that I can be some¬ 
thing important. All the 
people around me said, 
'You'll get married and 
have children,"' Ballour said 
in an interview by phone. "I 
wanted strongly to change 
this image, to tell young 
girls that you have rights, 
that you can be very im¬ 
portant, that you are no 
different than the boys." 
Like Fayyad, Ballour is com¬ 
ing to the Oscars from a 
life in exile. She fled Syria in 
2018 after the hospital was 
overtaken and moved to 
Turkey. She's applying for 
asylum in Canada. The Unit¬ 
ed States last year abruptly 
pulled forces out of Syria, 
a withdrawal that drew a 
rare bipartisan rebuke from 
Congress. President Don¬ 
ald Trump's administration 
has slashed the number of 
refugees it will accept from 
Syria. 

Syria's nine-year civil war 
have been called the 
greatest humanitarian cri¬ 
sis in the world. Since De¬ 
cember, the Syrian gov¬ 
ernment has advanced 
into the country's last rebel 
stronghold in northern Syria. 
Following the more than 6 
million refugees already 
caused by the war, the 
United Nations on Monday 
said half of a million more 
have been displaced since 
Dec. 1, 80% of them wom¬ 
en and children. 

It would be hard to fathom 
a more sorrowful place 
than the hospital of "The 
Cave." But it would be 


equally difficult to imagine 
a more inspiring figure than 
Ballour. 

"I wanted to bring all of the 
struggle against the sad¬ 
ness, the depression, the 
death, the daily attacks on 
the hospital, where we can 
see the most courageous 
people and a woman who 
is fighting to make a space 
for hope," says Fayyad. "We 
own the narrative here, 
completely, proudly." 
Fayyad and Ballour are 
both coming to the Acad¬ 
emy Awards with a person¬ 
al mission to call for justice 
in Syria and to signal to their 
countrymen that all is not 
hopeless. 

'To be the voice for the 
people in Syria who are 
voiceless right now, to sup¬ 
port them and try to get 
help in any way, this is my 
goal now," says Ballour, 
speaking in a midtown 
Manhattan high-rise. "They 
have nothing in Syria, noth¬ 
ing. Even buildings like this, 
we don't have." 

Fayyad has twice been 
jailed by the Syrian govern¬ 
ment for a total period of 
18 months, so his ability to 
shoot "The Cave" on loca¬ 
tion was challenging. He 
depended heavily on his 
local cinematographers, 
communicating remotely 
from Copenhagen. Four 
staff members of the hospi¬ 
tal died during filming. 

It was difficult for Fayyad 
and Ballour just to get to 
the Oscars partly due to 
the U.S. travel ban on sev¬ 
en predominantly Muslim 
countries, including Syria. 
Fayyad's visa was ulti¬ 
mately granted after pro¬ 
tests were lodged by PEN 
America and the Interna¬ 
tional Documentary Asso¬ 
ciation. Preventing him to 
travel until last week had its 
own cost, diminishing how 
much time Fayyad had to 
do bring attention to Syria 
before the ceremony. (An¬ 
other film about war-torn 
Syria, Waad Al-Kateab and 
Edward Watts’ "For Sama," 
is also nominated for best 
documentary.) 

But the campaign around 
'The Cave," a National Geo¬ 
graphic film, is ongoingO 















































This Monday, Aug. 31, 2017, file photo shows a Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers store in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 


Barnes & Noble 
suspends reissues of 
classics with new images 


NEW YORK (AP) — Barnes 
& Noble is withdrawing a 
planned line of famous lit¬ 
erature reissued with multi¬ 
cultural cover images that 
has been met with wide¬ 
spread criticism on social 
media. 

"We acknowledge the 
voices who have ex¬ 
pressed concerns about 
the Diverse Editions project 
at our Barnes & Noble Fifth 
Avenue store and have 
decided to suspend the 
initiative," Barnes & Noble 
announced in a statement 
Wednesday. The author 
Adriana Herrera had called 
the books, scheduled to be 
launched this week, "the 
classics in blackface." 
"Diverse Editions," a joint 
project between Barnes & 
Noble and Penguin Ran¬ 
dom House, featured 12 
texts, including Lewis Car- 
roll's "Alice's Adventures in 
Wonderland," Mary Shel¬ 
ley's "Frankenstein" and L. 
Frank Baum's 'The Wizard 
of Oz." The words are the 
same, but on the cover, 
major characters are de¬ 
picted with dark-skinned 
illustrations by artists of 
"different ethnicities and 
backgrounds," according 
to Barnes & Noble. 

"Diverse Editions" was an¬ 
nounced at a time when 
the publishing industry is al¬ 
ready facing scrutiny over 
the novel "American Dirt" 
and its depiction of Mexi¬ 
can life and culture. "Ab¬ 
solute TONE-DEAF decision¬ 
making," Mexican-Ameri- 
can writer David Bowles, a 


leading critic of "American 
Dirt," tweeted about "Di¬ 
verse Editions." 

The decision also comes in 
February, which is Black His¬ 
tory Month, an annual cel¬ 
ebration of past and pres¬ 
ent achievement. 

To much disbelief online, 
the organizers of "Diverse 
Editions" had said they 
used artificial intelligence 
in reviewing more than 100 
older books and determin¬ 
ing whether the race or 
ethnicity of a character 
is specifically stated. Few 
would argue that Alice 
from "Alice in Wonderland" 
or the title characters of 
"Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde" are fitting for 
a tribute to black history. 
"They could have Googled, 
chosen a dozen books by 
actual Black authors that 
are classics & sent those out 
with fresh covers & a big 
event," author Mlkki Kend¬ 
all tweeted. "Add in bring¬ 
ing in contemporary Black 
authors to discuss these 
works & the whole thing is 
a win. They didn't do the 
easy or logical thing." 

In its statement Wednes¬ 
day, Barnes & Noble ac¬ 
knowledged that the new 
covers were "not a sub¬ 
stitute for black voices or 
writers of color, whose work 
and voices deserve to be 
heard. "The booksellers 
who championed this ini¬ 
tiative did so convinced it 
would help drive engage¬ 
ment with these classic 
titles," according to the 
bookstore chain. □ 
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‘Homeland’ stars say farewell 
to their Showtime spy series 



Actress Claire Danes attends Showtime's "Homeland" eighth 
and final season premiere at the Museum of Modern Art on 
Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2020, in New York. 

Associated Press 


By John Carucci 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — As 

the Showtime spy thriller 
“Homeland” comes to an 
end, Claire Danes hopes 
that her portrayal of a 
character with bipolar dis¬ 
order helps destigmatize 
mental illness. 

“I don’t think there have 
been many shows or many 
opportunities in pop culture 
to focus on people who 
are wired a little differently 
from most, and experience 
the world through such a 
different filter,” Danes told 
The Associated Press on the 
red carpet for the Show¬ 
time series' eight and final 
season Monday night at 
the Museum of Modern Art 
in New York. 

Danes, who plays CIA ana¬ 
lyst Carrie Mathison, said 
she took seriously the task 
of playing the highs and 
lows of mania and depres¬ 
sion. “I was really humbled 
by the process in my efforts 


to kind of make sense of it, 
and just have profound re¬ 
spect for people who live 
with this day in and day 
out,” Danes said. 

“Homeland" has also 
helped explain the com¬ 
plexity of national security 
through the work of the in¬ 
telligence community. Be¬ 
fore each season, principal 
cast members and produc¬ 
ers meet with intelligence 


professionals to discuss the 
issues that “keep them up 
at night.” 

Danes said these are the 
people that help keep the 
world safer. 

“I'm in the land of make 
believe. You know, I take 
risks in a very qualified way. 
And these people do it 
for real. So, you know, all 
the respect in the world to 
them,” Danes said. a 


Kobe Bryant's books surging in popularity 



Spectators pay tribute to basketball legend Kobe Bryant prior 
to the start of the Italian Basketball second division match be¬ 
tween Rieti and Scafati in Rieti's PalaSojourne, Italy, Wednesday, 
Feb. 5, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 

Books created by Kobe 
Bryant's content company 
soared in popularity in the 
days following the basket¬ 
ball legend's death in a he¬ 
licopter crash. 

A trio of the books created 
by Bryant's Granity Studios 
will occupy the top three 
spots on the Middle Grade 
Hardcover portion of The 
New York Times' best-seller 
list for Feb. 16. "Epoca: The 


Tree Of Ecrof" will be No. 
1 on that list, followed by 
"Legacy And The Queen" 
and "The Wizenard: Training 
Camp." 

All three of the books were 
written for children be¬ 
tween the ages of 10 and 
14. Bryant, in an interview 
with The Associated Press 
in 2018, said his mission for 
the books was "to com¬ 
bine education and inspi¬ 
ration and build around 
the concepts of what kids 


go through when they are 
playing a sport." 

Another of Bryant's books, 
"The Mamba Mental¬ 
ity: How I Play" has also 
reached No. 1 on Amazon's 
non-fiction sales charts this 
week. Bryant released that 
book in 2018, the same year 
that he won an Academy 
Award in the best animat¬ 
ed short for his ode to the 
game called "Dear Basket¬ 
ball." Granity additionally 
produces a podcast series 
called "The Punies," tales 
about a boy who plays 
sports with friends. Bryant 
was also the creator and 
writer of the "Detail" sports 
analysis series of programs 
on ESPN, and Granity has 
said it will continue as Bry¬ 
ant wanted — "using cre¬ 
ative education to inspire 
people to be the best ver¬ 
sions of themselves." 

Bryant, his 13-year-old 
daughter Gianna and 
seven others were killed 
on Jan. 26 when the heli¬ 
copter they were riding in 
crashed into a hill in Cala- 
basas, California. □ 
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Kirk Douglas, longtime influential movie star, dies at 103 


By HILLEL ITALIE 

Kirk Douglas, the intense, 
muscular actor with the 
dimpled chin who starred in 
“Spartacus,” “Lust for Life” 
and dozens of other films, 
helped fatally weaken the 
blacklist against suspected 
Communists and reigned 
for decades as a Holly¬ 
wood maverick and patri¬ 
arch, died Wednesday, his 
family said. He was 103. 

“To the world, he was a 
legend, an actor from the 
golden age of movies who 
lived well into his golden 
years, a humanitarian 
whose commitment to jus¬ 
tice and the causes he be¬ 
lieved in set a standard for 
all of us to aspire to,” his son 
Michael said in a statement 
on his Instagram account. 
Kirk Douglas’ death was first 
reported by People maga¬ 
zine. 

His granite-like strength 
and underlying vulnerabil¬ 
ity made the son of illiter¬ 
ate Russian immigrants one 
of the top stars of the 20th 
century. He appeared in 
more than 80 films, in roles 
ranging from Doc Holliday 
in “Gunfight at the O.K. Cor¬ 
ral” to Vincent van Gogh in 
“Lust for Life.” 

He worked with some of 
Hollywood’s greatest direc¬ 
tors, from Vincente Minnelli 
and Billy Wilder to Stanley 
Kubrick and Elia Kazan. His 
career began at the peak 
of the studios’ power, more 
than 70 years ago, and 
ended in a more diverse, 
decentralized era that he 
helped bring about. 

Always competitive, in¬ 
cluding with his own fam¬ 
ily, Douglas never received 
an Academy Award for an 
individual film, despite be¬ 
ing nominated three times 
— for “Champion,” “The 
Bad and the Beautiful” and 
“Lust for Life.” 

But in 1996, the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences awarded him an 
honorary Oscar. His other 
awards included a Presi¬ 
dential Medal of Freedom 
and a lifetime achieve¬ 
ment award from the 
American Film Institute. 

He was a category unto 
himself, a force for change 
and symbol of endurance. 
In his latter years, he was 
a final link to a so-called 



This May 4,2017 file photo shows actor Kirk Douglas in Los Ange¬ 
les. Douglas died Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020 at age 103. 

Associated Press 


work on “Spartacus,” the 
epic about a slave rebel¬ 
lion during ancient Rome 
that was released in 1960. 
(A few months earlier, Otto 
Preminger had announced 
Trumbo's name would ap¬ 
pear on the credits for 
“Exodus," but “Spartacus” 
came out first.) 

“Everybody advised me 
not to do it because you 
won’t be able to work in this 
town again and all of that. 
But I was young enough to 
say to hell with it,” Douglas 
said about “Spartacus” in 
a 2011 interview with The 


“Golden Age,” a man 
nearly as old as the industry 
itself. 

In his youth, he represented 
a new kind of performer, 
more independent and 
adventurous than Clark 
Gable, Spencer Tracy and 
other giants of the studio 
era of the 1930s and 1940s, 
and more willing to speak 
his mind. 

Reaching stardom after 
World War II, he was as like¬ 
ly to play cads (the movie 
producer in “Bad and the 
Beautiful,” the journalist in 
“Ace in the Hole”) as he 
was suited to play heroes. 



This Aug. 9,1962 file photo shows actor Kirk Douglas in New York. 

Associated Press 



This 1976 file photo shows father-son actors Kirk Douglas, left, 
and Michael Douglas in New York. 

Associated Press 


as alert to the business as 
he was at home before 
the camera. He started his 
own production company 
in 1955, when many actors 
still depended on the stu¬ 
dios, and directed some of 
his later films. 

A born fighter, Douglas was 
especially proud of his role 
in the the downfall of Hol¬ 
lywood’s blacklist, which 
halted and ruined the ca¬ 
reers of writers suspected of 


pro-Communist activity or 
sympathies. By the end of 
the '50s, the use of banned 
writers was widely known 
within the industry, but not 
to the general public. 
Douglas, who years ear¬ 
lier had reluctantly signed 
a loyalty oath to get the 
starring role in “Lust for 
Life,” provided a crucial 
blow when he openly 
credited the former Com¬ 
munist and Oscar winner 
Dalton Trumbo for script 


Associated Press. “I think if 
I was much older, I would 
have been too conserva¬ 
tive: ‘Why should I stick my 
neck out?”’ 

Douglas rarely played 
lightly. He was compulsive 
about preparing for roles 
and a supreme sufferer on 
camera, whether stabbed 
with scissors in “Ace in 
the Hole” or crucified in 
“Spartacus.” 

Critic David Thomson 
dubbed Douglas “the 
manic-depressive among 
Hollywood stars, one min¬ 
ute bearing down on plot, 
dialogue and actresses 
with the gleeful appetite of 
a man just freed from Sibe¬ 
ria, at other times writhing 
not just in agony but muti¬ 
lation and a convincingly 
horrible death.” 

Douglas’ personal favor¬ 
ite was the 1962 Western 
“Lonely are the Brave,” 
which included a line of 
dialogue from a Trumbo 
script he called the most 
personal he ever spoke on 


screen: “I’m a loner clear 
down deep to my very 
guts.” 

The most famous words 
in a Douglas movie were 
spoken about him, but not 
by him. In “Spartacus,” Ro¬ 
man officials fell a gather¬ 
ing of slaves their lives will 
be spared if they identify 
their leader, Spartacus. As 
Douglas rises to give him¬ 
self up, a growing chorus of 
slaves jump up and shout, 
“I’m Spartacus!” 

Douglas stands silently, a 
tear rolling down his face. 
As Michael Douglas once 
observed, few acts were so 
hard to follow. Kirk Doug¬ 
las was an acrobat, a jug¬ 
gler, a self-taught man who 
learned French in his 30s 
and German in his 40s. 

Life was just so many walls 
to crash through, like the 
stroke in his 70s that threat¬ 
ened — but only threat¬ 
ened — to end his career. 
He continued to act and 
write for years and was past 
100 when he and his wife 
published “Kirk and Anne: 
Leffers of Love, Laughfer, 
and a Lifetime in Holly¬ 
wood." 

He was born Issur Danielo- 
vitch to an impoverished 
Jewish family in Amster¬ 
dam, New York. His name 
evolved over time. He 
called himself Isidore Dem- 
sky until he graduated from 
St. Lawrence University. 

He took the name Kirk 
Douglas as he worked his 
way through the American 
Academy of Dramatic Arts, 
choosing “Douglas” be¬ 
cause he wanted his last 
name still to begin with “D” 
and “Kirk” because he liked 
the hard, jagged sound of 
the “K.” Douglas was a per¬ 
former as early as kinder¬ 
garten, when he recited a 
poem about the red robin 
of spring. He was a star in 
high school and in college 
he wrestled and built the 
physique that was show¬ 
cased in many of his mov¬ 
ies. He was determined, 
hitchhiking to St. Lawrence 
as a teen and convinc¬ 
ing the dean to approve a 
student loan. And he was 
tough. One of his strongest 
childhood memories was 
of flinging a spoonful of hot 
tea into the face of his in¬ 
timidating fatherO 









